
Here are commonly asked questions about the April 9

referendum to build a new K-8 grade school on a small parcel

of land at the Village of Oak Brook’s Sports Core. 

� Why is this good for all of Oak Brook?  There are many reasons and they go beyond

the students of Butler School District 53. The referendum is a 50-year solution for the
community that provides not only vastly improved learning spaces and the latest safety
features, but would allow all Oak Brook students to be educated on one campus as
annexations are pursued.  This solution also provides an opportunity to help improve the
Sports Core and pay off its $2.3 million debt.  Additional cash would be available to enhance
amenities at the Sports Core. The school auditorium also could be used by corporate clients
along with the Sports Core banquet facilities, thereby providing additional revenue.  A high
performing, physically adequate school is also a key driver for increased property values.  

� Why is this a good financial decision?  Over a 50-year period, retaining the two

current buildings will cost taxpayers MORE than one new facility.  FGM and an independent
consultant have completed a detailed 50-year cost study showing that the cost to maintain
the Brook Forest and Butler schools until they reach 100 years old will be $24.3 million per
building or $48.6 million for both.  In contrast, the cost to maintain one new building will be
$26.7 million, or $21.9 million LESS.  This is reasonable as the school is moving from two
older structures to one new facility.  In addition, the school will save $570,000 a year or
$28.5 million over 50 years in efficiencies (administrative/support staff, HVAC energy
efficiencies, reduced lawn/snow cost).  This adds up to $50.4 million LESS taxpayer cost
over 50 years or more than enough to pay for the new school and bond interest cost.  Why
wouldn't Oak Brook do this?

� How does the entire process work?  There will be two referenda. On Jan. 8 the Village

Board voted to approve an April 9 referendum to sell 8 1/2 acres to the school district.  In
addition, the school will place a bond referendum for construction funding on the April 9
ballot for District 53 residents only.  Should both pass, and the Village Board approve further
action, detailed work would begin by both the Village and school separately and together,
including architectural renderings, traffic flows, water retention, intergovernmental operating
agreements, etc.  This would be followed by necessary approvals by Village oversight
offices and finally the Village Board.

� What are the tax implications on District 53 residents and all of Oak Brook? The

$15 million bond referendum would cost District 53 residents $187 per year (51-cents a day)
for a home valued at $500,000 and $374 per year ($1.02 a day) for a home valued at $1
million.  The bond cost is paid by District 53 residents only.  If a neighborhood annexes into
District 53, that community would assume its share of the bond cost.  Cost per home for the
“expanded” District 53 would decrease by some amount because additional homes would
be paying the debt. Those remaining outside District 53 would assume no tax burden for the
bond.
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� How much land is the school requesting?  District 53 is requesting 8 1/2 acres.  Any land the school uses but does

not own, such as open space for recess/sports, would be leased from the Sports Core.  Some parking and roads would be
shared with the Village and school through an intergovernmental agreement.  

� Where would the school be located?  The Village and the school district would agree upon a specific site if the

referenda pass and once civil engineering and soil borings are completed.  However, at this time the Village is favoring a
location directly east and adjacent to the library. 

� How much would the school pay for the 8 1/2 acres?   The school district would pay fair market price for the land.

Both properties are now being appraised, which will provide some direction.  We should assume the sale price would be
several million dollars.  If the Village and school fail to agree upon a price and/or intergovernmental cost-sharing
agreement, neither party is obligated to proceed.

� What about traffic flow on 31st street and water retention with a new school?  If the referenda pass, the school

district and Village would work together to comply with all building codes, traffic, safety and water requirements.  The
school district would need to meet all applicable standards in these areas.

� Why not acquire other land in Oak Brook for a school?   There is no other land available in Oak Brook suitable for

a school.  The Forest Preserve has property restrictions; the McDonald’s field by the Post Office is too remote and close to
offices.  Further, McDonalds does not want to sell.  It was suggested that we should purchase an office building on Jorie
Blvd., however, this would be an inappropriate site for a school.  The Sports Core location is centrally located, has ample
open space, is right next to emergency services and would benefit the Sports Core complex.

� Why not build on the Butler Junior High site? The Butler site is 10.5 acres.  Illinois school guidelines indicate a 500-

student school should have access to 20+ acres.  At the Sports Core, an abundance of open green space/fields exist that
can be used by students in a shared agreement with the Village.  At Butler Junior High, we would need to acquire approxi-
mately 6-8 homes beyond the current school acreage.  The cost to build a new K-5 wing, add a multipurpose
gym/auditorium/cafeteria and demolish/rebuild the existing interior has been priced by FGM architects at $30 million.  In
addition, the 6-8 homes acquired would cost another $6-9 million, bringing the total cost to $36-39 million. With that level
of investment, a substantial core of the building would still be 54 years old.  Further, traffic congestion in the York Woods
subdivision would increase by 185 percent and bus traffic by 100 percent, degrading this community.  The York Woods site
is not centrally located within Oak Brook.  Significant disruption to students and staff would occur during construction.

� When can the public use the new school and surrounding areas?  School use of Sports Core land would not

conflict with Sports Core activities as the time of day and season are mutually exclusive.  School facilities (gym,
auditorium, etc.) are available to community groups if reserved/approved in advance.  Playground facilities are available to
residents anytime their use does not conflict with school use.

� What would happen to the current Butler and Brook Forest sites?  Both would be sold to raise funds required to

purchase Sports Core property and help fund the new school.  Both Butler and Brook Forest are zoned for single family
homes. Should it be necessary, the school district would demolish the two buildings prior to land sale. Brook Forest and
York Woods Homeowners Association members and School Board representatives have held meetings to discuss an
appropriate process.  Both the school and associations have the same desire to have homes built on the new site of
similar quality and character to those already existing.  The issue of maintaining some open space has been discussed
with the Village.  As this potential event is over two years away, they cannot issue a statement at this time.

� Why a K-8 configuration?  The School Board and administrative team conducted research on a K-8 campus and

completed site visits.  The school web site contains material from community presentations including an extensive
presentation on the merits of a K-8 configuration for our students.  Many highly successful schools adopted this configura-
tion, as it allows for improved student-to-student peer relationships, faculty interaction/coverage, utilization of resources
and technology. The new school would be configured with separate K-5 and 6-8 wings, with both sharing common space
such as a gym, cafeteria and auditorium at different times of the day (students will not be co-mingled). 
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� How will this initiative help academic performance?   Students will have earlier access to selected programs, such

as Spanish.  There will be an improvement in resource availability for special and gifted education programs.   Teachers
and students will benefit from improved labs and properly configured classrooms.  Actual theatre and band performance
spaces will exist. 

� The schools look fine. Why change?   Besides the $12.2 million in life/safety and repairs needed to both, each facility

has significant deficiencies.  At Brook Forest, which is 42 years old, there is limited ADA access, the school uses
temporary walls between classes creating noise distractions, the class rooms are irregularly shaped, the entry vestibule is
antiquated, space for concerts/plays is poor, limited food preparation facilities exist, there is a significant lack of electrical
outlets and storage space, the student drop-off/pick-up configuration is not safe, the parking lot does not drain and we
have a significant geese issue.  At Butler, which is 54 years old, there is no ADA access to the second floor, one staircase
is too small to allow both up and down traffic, drain tiles do not work, the drop-off/pick-up configuration is a safety issue
with cars spilling onto York Road, the fields need grading, band/play performance space is poor, limited food preparation
facilities exist and the school is not centrally located within Oak Brook.

� Why not delay this decision -- what is the hurry?   Our ability to deliver a new school to Oak Brook residents for this

very minimal cost is highly predicated on the market’s currently low interest rates.  A delay jeopardizes this initiative and
requires us to spend tax money on the aging buildings while we forgo any improvement in the educational environment.
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