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Assessor Berrios Alerts Homeowners to Check
Second-Installment Tax Bills for Exemptions
Exemption Savings Decreased for Some Exemptions this Year

Chicago – Cook County Assessor Joseph Berrios alerted taxpayers that they should
carefully check their second-installment tax bills to ensure they receive all the money-
saving exemptions to which they are entitled.

“It’s critical that all eligible homeowners review their tax bills to ensure their exemptions
appear on their bills,” Assessor Berrios explained. “If an exemption does not appear
and time permits, taxpayers may contact my office to receive adjusted bills.”

Eligible homeowners who believe they are missing exemptions may download
exemption Certificate of Error forms by visiting the Assessor’s Web site at
www.cookcountyassessor.com or by contacting the office at 312-443-7550 to request a
form be mailed to them. Taxpayers visiting any of the Assessor’s office locations should
be aware that the busiest time typically peaks between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

To qualify for exemptions on this year’s second-installment tax bills, the following
requirements must be met.

 Homeowner Exemption – This exemption is available to owners of single-family
homes, condominiums, cooperatives and apartment buildings up to six units. The
property must have been occupied January 1, 2011, been used as a principal place
of residence and the owner must be responsible for payment of the property taxes.

The Homeowner Exemption does not have to be reapplied for annually. An expanded
version of the Homeowner Exemption (the 7% Expanded Homeowner Exemption), was
not renewed by the state legislature.  The 7% Expanded Homeowner Exemption will
expire for City of Chicago homeowners this year.

-more-



 Senior Citizen Exemption – This exemption is available to homeowners born prior
to, or in the year 1946.  The taxpayer must own the property, be responsible for
payment of the property taxes and use the home as a principal place of residence.

State law now mandates that seniors reapply annually for the Senior Exemption.

 Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze Exemption – This exemption is available to any
homeowner who uses his or her home as a primary residence, was born prior to or in
the year 1946, and has a total household income of $55,000 a year or less.

The Senior Freeze Exemption must be applied for annually. This exemption freezes the
equalized assessed value of a property but fluctuations in the local tax rate may
continue to impact the bill.   Some south suburban properties had significant tax rate
increases this year.  This has resulted in higher second-installment tax bills for many
south suburban Senior Freeze Exemption recipients.

 Long Time Occupant Exemption – This exemption is available to all homeowners
who owned and occupied their residences from January 1, 2001 to January 1, 2011,
have total household incomes of $100,000 or less, and assessment increases that
were significant enough to exceed the maximum amounts set by the state legislature.

In many areas, home values went down due to market conditions.  With decreased
assessed values, fewer properties qualified for the Long Time Occupant Exemption
this year. Last year, the Assessor’s Office mailed applications to 295,000
homeowners that were identified as being potentially qualified to receive the
exemption. This year, only 135,000 potentially qualified homeowners were mailed
applications.

The Cook County Assessor’s Office also administers the Disabled Veterans’, Returning
Veterans’, and Disabled Persons’ Exemptions.  Information regarding these exemptions
may be found on the assessor’s Web site.

“Given the current economic climate, homeowners need all the help they can get,”
Assessor Berrios said. “That is why we will continue to do everything possible to ensure
that Cook County homeowners receive all the exemptions to which they are rightfully
entitled.”
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Assistance is also available at all local township assessors’ offices.


