
 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR PAT QUINN    NEWS 
 

 

 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                       CONTACT: Brooke Anderson  (o. 312-814-3158; c. 312-590-0195) 
Monday, October 17, 2011    Grant Klinzman  (o. 312-814-3158; c. 217-299-2448) 
 

Statement from Governor Pat Quinn 
Regarding Senate Bill 744  

 
CHICAGO – October 17, 2011. Governor Pat Quinn today released the following statement regarding 

Senate Bill 744. 
 
“Over the past several months, my administration has conducted a thorough review of Senate Bill 744. 

After decades of fiscal mismanagement and ethical problems, a quick fix with significant and long-lasting 
consequences for our state is not the answer. My office has spent months examining the proposed bill’s 
potential economic, ethical, revenue and regulatory impacts. We studied the effects of gaming here and in 
other states. And I have met – at length – with both the bill’s supporters and opponents.  

 
“Following this comprehensive review, I have determined this bill falls well short of the best interest of 

the people of Illinois. I will not sign SB 744 as it is currently proposed. 
 
“To promote and protect the interests of the people of Illinois, I can only support a smaller, more 

moderate expansion that prevents corruption and provides adequate revenue for education. 
 
“Illinois cannot expand gambling at all without ensuring proper oversight and full integrity. The Illinois 

Gaming Board must be equipped with ultimate oversight authority and the necessary tools to continue its 
exemplary record of keeping corruption out of our gaming industry.  

 
“To prevent conflicts of interest, I also ask the legislature to take the additional step of banning 

campaign contributions to elected officials by gaming licensees and casino managers, as lawmakers in other 
states have done. If we allow any gambling expansion in Illinois, we should do so in good conscience, without 
the excessive influence of those that may benefit from such an expansion.    

 
“Second, as I have said repeatedly, I believe the current bill is top-heavy with too many new gambling 

locations. I will only support a smaller, more balanced and modest expansion. As long as I’m Governor, Illinois 
will not become the Las Vegas of the Midwest.  

 
“Lastly, I feel it is critical for any expansion to provide adequate revenue for state education and 

infrastructure. Any unfair tax breaks for lucrative casinos buried into this bill must be scaled back to ensure that 
the revenues generated go where they should – to statewide education and infrastructure.  

 
“The attached framework represents a way forward on this issue, and I look forward to working with 

members of the General Assembly.”  
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