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VILLAGE OF SUGAR GROVE 
BOARD REPORT 

TO: VILLAGE PRESIDENT & BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FROM: BRADLEY A. SAUER, CHIEF OF POLICE 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE SALE OF SYNTHETIC 

ALTERNATE DESIGNER DRUGS 
AGENDA: OCTOBER 4, 2011 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 
 

ISSUE 
Should the Village Board prohibit the sale, delivery and possession of synthetic 
alternate designer drugs.  
 
DISCUSSION 
“Bath Salts”, not the kind used in a calming bath, but the kind of synthetic alternative 
drug made to mimic the effects of cocaine or heroin, with names like “Ivory Wave” and 
“Pure White” were outlawed in the State of Illinois on July 22, 2011.  Synthetic cannabis 
was included in the same Bill but the effective date for the ban of this substance is not 
until January 1, 2012.   
 
Synthetic cannabis is a psychoactive herbal and chemical product which, when 
consumed mimics the effects of cannabis.  It is best known by the brand names K2 and 
Spice.  When synthetic cannabis blends first went on sale in the early 2000s it was 
thought that they achieved an effect through a mixture of legal herbs.  Laboratory 
analysis in 2008 showed this was not the case and that they in fact contained synthetic 
cannabinoids which act on the body in a similar way to cannabinoids naturally found in 
cannabis such as THC.  A large and complex variety of synthetic cannabinoids, most 
often cannabicylohexanol, JWH-018, JWH-073, or HU-210, are used in an attempt to 
avoid the laws which make cannabis illegal, making synthetic cannabis a designer drug.  
It has been sold under various brand names, online, in head shops, tobacco stores and 
some gas stations.  (excerpted from Wikipedia).   
 
With the State ban not going into effect until January 1, 2012, we felt a need to “fill the 
gap” with an Ordinance preventing the sale or possession of all of these alternative 
designer substances for the interim.  It will also give us the latitude in the future to 
charge persons in possession of these substances with an Ordinance Violation for small 
amounts, or a misdemeanor using the State Statute for large amounts or second 



offenders.  This would be similar to the way we handle small amounts of marijuana 
currently.   
 
COST 
The only cost for this would be attorney’s fees to prepare a revision to our Ordinance 
would be approximately $250 coming from account 01-51-6301, Legal Services. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Village Board approve an Ordinance prohibiting the 
possession, sale, delivery or use of any of the combinations of what are referred to as 
Synthetic cannabis or “BathSalts” or other synthetic stimulants and synthetic 
psychedelic/hallucinogens within the Village of Sugar Grove. 


