
1420 Miner Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

P: 847.391.5380 
desplaines.org 

Date: February 19, 2021 

To: Michael G. Bartholomew, MCP, LEED-AP, City Manager 

From: Michael McMahon, Community and Economic Development Director

Subject: Small Business Safe Reopening Grant Program 

Issue: At the January 19, 2021 City Council meeting, staff was directed to prepare a small business grant 

program for qualifying Des Plaines businesses and restaurants in response to the widespread economic 

disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Analysis: In early 2020, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker issued a number of Executive Orders in an effort to 

protect the general public from contracting and spreading the virus that causes Covid-19.  These Executive 

Orders had a major impact on small businesses, many of which had to close until restrictions were slowly 

lifted.  When infection rates began to decline, the “Restore Illinois” program was launched which initiated a 

phased reopening approach for non-essential businesses.  One aspect of safely reopening a business under 

Restore Illinois was the additional expense of purchasing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for 

employees, purchasing and installing protective shielding, and/or providing outside dining options. 

The aim of this program is to help defray the costs associated with safely reopening businesses by reimbursing 

businesses for the unique expenses incurred in order to comply with the Restore Illinois program. 

Staff proposes the use of the $150,000 designated in the Community and Economic Development budget for 

the Business Assistance Grant Program to fund the Small Business Safe Reopening Grant Program. The 

maximum amount of each grant will be $2,000 per business location within the City of Des Plaines corporate 

limits. Grants are reimbursements to business owners for the costs associated with a safe reopening, including, 

but not limited to: Plexiglas shields, facemasks for employees or customers, hand sanitizers, floor decals, and 

the purchase or rental of outdoor tables, tents, umbrellas, fencing or other equipment for outdoor dining areas.  

Recommendations: Staff recommends the City Council approve Resolution R-50-21 adopting the Small 

Business Safe Reopening Grant Program and allocating $150,000 from the Business Assistance Grant 

Program.  

Resolution R-50-21 
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CITY OF DES PLAINES 

RESOLUTION        R  -  50  -  21 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

AND ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR A SMALL BUSINESS 

SAFE REOPENING GRANT PROGRAM.________________  

WHEREAS, the City of Des Plaines is a home rule municipality pursuant to Article VII, 

Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020 Governor J.B. Pritzker declared that all counties in the State 

of Illinois are a disaster area in response to the outbreak of the virus that causes Covid-19; and  

WHEREAS, Governor Pritzker issued a succession Proclamations of Disasters and 

Executive Orders that, among other things and at various times, required non-essential businesses 

to close or limit capacity and certain businesses, including certain restaurants to limit capacity, 

cease on-premise food and beverage service, or institute other measures to mitigate the spread of 

Covid-19 (collectively, “Covid-19 Mitigation Measures”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Covid-19 Mitigation Measures issued by the Governor and 

the Illinois Department of Public Health, businesses continue to be required to: (i) practice social 

distancing; (ii) wear of face coverings; (iii) limit attendance or occupancy; and (iv) institute other 

safety measures; and  

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, April 21, 2020, and on July 26, 2020 Mayor Matthew 

Bogusz issued supplemental orders declaring an emergency and requiring among other things, face 

coverings to be worn when shopping and working at essential business; and  

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021 the Council directed City staff to prepare a small 

business grant program to assist small businesses affected by the Covid-19 pandemic with cost of 

complying with the COVID-19 Mitigation Measures; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to 

approve and establish the Small Business Safe Reopening Grant Program (“Program”) and 

allocate $150,000 previously designated for the City’s Business Assistance Grant Program in the 

Community and Economic Development Department budget to fund the Program; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Des 

Plaines, Cook County, Illinois, in the exercise of its home rule powers, as follows: 

SECTION 1:  RECITALS. The foregoing recitals are incorporated into, and made a part 

of, this Resolution as findings of the City Council. 

SECTION 2: APPROVAL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.  The City 

Council hereby approves and establishes the Program. The City Manager, or the City Manager’s 
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designee, is hereby authorized to publicize, develop the necessary legal instruments, and 

administer the qualifications, rules, and procedures for the Program (“Program Rules”), which 

Program Rules shall be substantially in the form attached to and, by this reference, made a part of 

this Ordinance as Exhibit A, and in a final form approved by the City Manager.  

SECTION 3: ALLOCATION OF FUNDS. The City Council hereby allocates $150,000 

previously designated for the Business Assistance Grant Program in the Community and Economic 

Development Department fiscal year 2021 budget to fund the Program. 

SECTION 4: EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from 

and after its passage and approval according to law. 

PASSED this _____ day of ____________, 2021 

APPROVED this _____ day of _____________, 2021. 

VOTE:   AYES _____  NAYS _____  ABSENT _____ 

   MAYOR 

ATTEST: Approved as to form: 

CITY CLERK Peter M. Friedman, General Counsel 
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Small Business Safe Reopening 
Grant Program 

In response to the widespread economic disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and in an effort 
to assist local small businesses absorb the costs of reopening in a safe manner, the City of Des Plaines 
has established the Small Business Safe Reopening Grant Program for qualifying small businesses and 
restaurants  in the community. The aim of the program is to help defray the costs associated with safely 
reopening businesses by reimbursing businesses for the unique expenses incurred in order to comply 
with Governor J.B. Pritzker’s various Executive Orders associated with the “Restore Illinois” phased 
reopening initiative.  

A total of $150,000 has been allocated for the grant program.  The maximum amount of each grant is 
$2,000 per business location within the City of Des Plaines Corporate limits. The grants are 
reimbursements to business owners for the costs associated with a safe reopening, including, but not 
limited to: Plexiglas shield, facemasks for employees or customers, hand sanitizers, floor decals, and the 
purchase or rental outdoor tables, tents, umbrellas, fencing or other equipment for outdoor dining areas.  

Eligibility 

1. Small “non-essential” retailers that were forced to close during the pandemic that
meet the following criteria:

a. At least one store with a physical presence in Des Plaines located in a
commercially zoned area.

b. The business owner has no more than three total locations within the Chicago
metropolitan area.

c. The business has fewer than 25 full-time employees.
d. Essential businesses such as grocery or convenience stores and home-based

businesses are not eligible.

2. Restaurants, bars, and other eating establishments that meet the following criteria:

a. At least one location with a physical presence in Des Plaines.
b. The business owner has no more than three total locations within the Chicago

metropolitan areas.

Reimbursement 

Businesses applying for the grant must submit the grant application, a completed IRS W-9 form, and 
receipts for merchandise and/or service orders associated with reopening expenses.   

Exhibit A 

Exhibit A 
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Small Business Safe Reopening Grant 
Program Application 

Applicant Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone: ______________________________ Alternative Phone: _________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Des Plaines Business Registration Certificate number: __________________________________________ 

I am the (circle one) of the business property: Property Owner or Tenant 

Locations you own and/or operate in the Chicago Metropolitan Area: ______ (if more than one, please 
provide the name of each business and location on a separate page.) 

Disclaimer 

All grant awards are subject to funding by City Council during the budget process in each fiscal year. 
City Council reserves the right to discontinue this program at any time for any reason without notice. 

Exhibit A 

Exhibit A 
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