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ITEM SUMMARY
Reviewing Body / Meeting Date:

Committee of the Whole – September 14, 2020

Subject:

Residential Chicken Keeping Pilot Program, Beekeeping on
Nonresidential Property, and Residential Seasonal/Accessory
Structures

Action Requested
(Address – Petitioner):

Consideration of Approval of an Ordinance Amending the
Lincolnshire Village Code Title 6 (Zoning), Chapters 2 (Zoning
Definitions), Chapter 3 (General Zoning Regulations); and Title 11
(Misdemeanors), Chapter 13 (Animals) to Define and Regulate
Certain Accessory Structures and Uses

Prepared By:

Ben Gilbertson – Assistant Village Manager/Community &
Economic Development Director

Staff Recommendation:

Consideration of the ordinance. Potential approval at the
September 29, 2020 Regular Village Board meeting.

Meeting History:

Committee of the Whole – January 27, 2020
Committee of the Whole – February 10, 2020
Zoning Board – March 10, 2020
Zoning Board – August 11, 2020

Tentative Meeting Schedule:

Regular Village Board – September 29, 2020

Reports and Documents
Attached:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Committee of the Whole Agenda Packet – January 27, 2020
Committee of the Whole Minutes – January 27, 2020
Committee of the Whole Agenda Packet – February 10, 2020
Committee of the Whole Minutes – February 10, 2020
Zoning Board Agenda Packet – March 10, 2020
Zoning Board Minutes – March 10, 2020
Zoning Board Agenda Packet – August 11, 2020
Zoning Board Minutes – August 11, 2020
Draft ordinance and findings of fact prepared by the Village
Attorney and staff
10) Public comment received since the February 10, 2020
Committee of the Whole meeting

Background
In October 2019, Village staff confirmed a complaint regarding a residential property owner keeping
chickens on her property. In light of this discovery, and with consideration for the broader trend of urban
agriculture initiatives across the Chicagoland area, staff prepared a series of potential amendments to the
Lincolnshire Village Code (“Village code”) regarding urban agriculture, including:
1) Regulation of accessory structures and temporary season-extending growing structures. Specifically,
these amendments would prohibit hoop houses, high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending
growing structures.
2) Harboring of bees on non-residential property. Specifically, these amendments would allow the
Marriott Resort to maintain several beehives on its property, sell the honey in the hotel gift shop, and
use the honey in various food items within its restaurants.
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3) Harboring of chickens on residential property. Specifically, these amendments would regulate a
potential backyard chicken pilot program, as well as the location, materials, height, and square footage
of chicken coops as accessory structures.
4) Regulation of native landscaping and yard maintenance. Specifically, these amendments would dictate
what qualifies as “planned natural landscaping” (versus “tall grass”), as well as limit installation of
artificial turf on residential property.
The Village Board (“Board”) reviewed the initial recommendations on January 27 and February 10, 2020.
Overall, the Board was supportive of prohibiting hoop houses and similar structures. The Board also
supported allowing the Marriott to continue its practice of beekeeping. However, the Board requested staff
to perform additional research on a possible residential chicken keeping pilot program, as well as the
number and type of accessory structures permitted on residential property. The Village Board referred
these items to the Zoning Board. A summary of the Zoning Board’s discussion and recommendation is
provided below.
With respect to the native landscaping and yard maintenance items, the Village Board was also generally
supportive of the proposed changes. Because these items are not governed by Title 6 (Zoning) of the
Village code, they were not referred to the Zoning Board. Staff intends to bring forth an ordinance for
these proposed changes at a future Committee of the Whole meeting.
Staff will make a short presentation summarizing the proposed changes at the September 14, 2020,
Committee of the Whole meeting.
Zoning Board Review and Recommendation
The Zoning Board opened a public hearing regarding chicken keeping, beekeeping, and
seasonal/accessory structures on March 10, 2020. The hearing was continued to August 11, 2020. Public
hearing notices were published in the February 24, 2020, and July 25, 2020, editions of the Daily Herald.
Accessory Structures and Season-Extending Growing Structures
Village code section 6-2-2 defines “accessory structures” as “[a] structure detached from the Principal
Structure located on the same lot and customarily incidental and subordinate to a principal building or
use, in terms of size, area, extent or purpose.” Village code currently caps the number of accessory
structures at two. The structures cannot be the same type, except for play structures (e.g., play house,
jungle gym, swing set). Several Village Board members expressed concern with chicken coops being
permitted as one of the two accessory structures, and possibly limiting the total number of accessory
structures to one if a code-permitted chicken coop is installed.
It was the consensus of the Zoning Board to recommend prohibition of hoop houses, high tunnels, and
similar temporary season-extending growing structures. Greenhouses would be continue to be permitted,
as they are already defined and regulated by Village code. Proposed amendments defining and regulating
temporary season-extending growing structures can found as exhibits within the draft ordinance.
However, the Zoning Board issued a unanimous unfavorable recommendation regarding the proposed
number and type of accessory structures permitted on residential property. The Zoning Board did not
believe it was fair to limit accessory structures to one if it was a chicken coop. Furthermore, the Zoning
Board felt the exception for play structures should remain. The Zoning Board also suggested increasing
the number of permitted accessory structures from two to three.
Depending upon feedback form the Village Board, the findings of fact will need to be updated to reflect the
Board’s intent as compared to Zoning Board’s recommendation. Staff requests feedback from the Village
Board regarding:
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1) If the cap of two accessory structures is appropriate;
2) If the exception for play structures should be removed; and
3) If property owners should be limited to one accessory structure if the structure is a chicken coop
(pending approval of the backyard chicken keeping pilot program).
Non-Residential Beekeeping
It was the consensus of the Zoning Board to recommend beekeeping as a special accessory use in the B
zoning districts for properties that are 100 acres or greater. This would exclusively allow the Marriott
Resort to continue its current practice of beekeeping. The Zoning Board suggested clarifying beekeeping
be limited to honey production. Staff incorporated this recommendation and expanded possible products
to include wax, pollen, and similar byproducts, and findings of fact are included as an exhibit within the
draft ordinance.
Residential Chicken Keeping Pilot Program
General regulations of the potential backyard chicken pilot program are subject to Title 11
(Misdemeanors), Chapter 13 (Animals) of the Village code. Regulations regarding coop location, size,
building materials, and maintenance are subject to Title 6 (Zoning), Chapter 3 (General Zoning
Regulations). Staff has incorporated program parameters into redlined versions of the Village code, based
on the Zoning Board’s feedback (see the exhibit within the draft ordinance). The program and coop
regulations are summarized below.
Table 1: Potential Backyard Chicken Regulations – Village of Lincolnshire
# of Hens Permitted
 Minimum 2, maximum 4 (roosters prohibited)
Housing
 Predator- and extreme weather-proof
 No taller than 7’
 Minimum floor area of 24 sq. ft. (6 sq. ft./4 hens), maximum floor area of 60 sq. ft.
 Requires permit from village prior to construction, addition, or modification
 Plat of survey showing proposed coop location provided at time of permit application
 Must be clean and sanitary at all times
 Material storage or storage of any kind other than chickens within the coop is
prohibited
 Feed must be kept in rodent-proof container
 Building materials must substantially match the color of the principal structure
 No screening required
Coop Location
 Single-family residential properties
 Minimum lot size = 20,000 sq. ft.
 Rear yard
 Adhere to all setbacks
 Within 10’ from principal structure
Restrictions
 Nuisances regarding odor, litter, droppings, other waste, and the like is prohibited
 Hens must be confined to coop or enclosed run at all times
 Permitted only for single-family residential properties
 Slaughtering of chickens and sale of eggs are prohibited
Licensing
 $75 annual fee for initial application and for each subsequent renewal
 Capped at five pilot program participants (provides for a maximum of 20 chickens) for
the entire village
 Valid for 12 months. Annual renewal required before permit expiration. If not
renewed, owner has 30 days to remove all fowl and related facilities from premises
 Village-issued license required
 Applicants must provide copy of application to all abutting property owners
 Owners must register with IDOA Livestock Premises Registration Database

Staff consulted with a variety of resources to determine if backyard chicken keeping may expose persons
to an elevated risk of zoonotic diseases. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention maintains a
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Backyard Poultry website that provides guidance for keeping humans and chickens safe from disease.
Staff also spoke with a representative from the Lincolnshire Animal Hospital for their insight. Salmonella
and E. coli are common bacteria associated with chicken feces. Bird/avian flu is rarely spread from
chickens to humans. Generally, health risks associated with backyard chicken keeping can be mitigated
with proper hygiene. Washing hands immediately before and after tending to chickens; keeping a separate
pair of shoes outside the home when cleaning a coop; thoroughly washing eggs; and mitigating direct
contact between people and chickens are all ways to reduce health risks.
The Zoning Board expressed concern with the ability of staff to perform regular inspections to ensure
coops are sanitary. Staff will report back to the Village Board regarding all aspects of the program;
however, staff believes the program could be administered with in-house resources. In addition to preconstruction, post-construction, and annual renewal inspections, staff could inspect a property based on
complaints or concerns from adjacent property owners, as well as observations while conducting other
field work. This is also consistent with current practice regarding pet enclosures.
Staff Recommendation / Conditions
Staff requests further direction by the Village Board with respect to the number/type of accessory
structures, as well as the residential chicken keeping pilot program.
Approval Process
Village code section 6-14-8 outlines the general application process for text amendment requests.
Specifically, a preliminary evaluation is required with the Village Board, which occurred on February 10,
2020. The Zoning Board held a public hearing on March 10, which was continued and closed on August 11,
2020. Final consideration and potential approval is within the purview of the Village Board.
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VILLAGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE
LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ORDINANCE No.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6 (ZONING),
CHAPTERS 2 (ZONING DEFINITIONS) AND 3 (GENERAL ZONING REGULATIONS); AND
TITLE 11 (MISDEMEANORS), CHAPTER 13 (ANIMALS)
OF THE LINCOLNSHIRE VILLAGE CODE
TO DEFINE AND REGULATE CERTAIN ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES
(URBAN AGRICULTURE)
WHEREAS, the Village of Lincolnshire (the “Village”) is an Illinois home rule municipal corporation
organized and operating under the Constitution and laws of the State of Illinois; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees (the "Corporate Authorities") find that certain types
of urban agriculture can be operated within the Village in a carefully regulated manner which protects the
health, safety, and welfare of the community; and
WHEREAS, the Village desires to modify its accessory structure and use regulations to permit
certain types of urban agriculture subject to careful regulation; and
WHEREAS, the Village desires to amend its animal control regulations to permit certain types of
urban agriculture subject to careful regulation; and
WHEREAS, the Village desires the operation of backyard chicken keeping to be allowed strictly on a
limited and trial basis during a one-year pilot program and without granting any expectation that such use
may continue after the expiration of the pilot program; and
WHEREAS, after due and careful consideration and analysis, the Village has determined that new
zoning regulations are appropriate to better regulate urban agriculture, and promote the public health,
safety, and welfare; and
WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities referred certain amendments of Title 6 (Zoning), Chapters 2
(Zoning Definitions) and 3 (General Zoning Regulations) (the “Text Amendments”) of the Lincolnshire
Village Code (the “Village Code”) to the Zoning Board for the purpose of regulating the operation of urban
agricultural uses, attached hereto as Exhibit B; and
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board opened a public hearing regarding the Text Amendments on March
10, 2020, and continued the hearing until it was finally adjourned on August 11, 2020, on which date the
Zoning Board voted in favor of recommending approval of the Text Amendments. Public hearing notices
7
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were published in the February 24, 2020, and July 25, 2020, editions of the Daily Herald, respectively.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of
Lincolnshire, Lake County, Illinois, in exercise of its home rule powers, as follows:
SECTION 1. Recitals; Findings. The preamble to this Ordinance expresses the Village’s purpose
and intent for enacting this amendment to the Village Code and it is the intent of the Mayor and Board of
Trustees for this Ordinance to be liberally construed to most effectively accomplish the purposes described
above. The Corporate Authorities also hereby adopt the findings of fact attached hereto as Exhibit A in
support of the amendments enacted by this Ordinance.
SECTION 2. Text Amendments.
A.

Title 6 (Zoning), Chapters 2 (Zoning Definitions) of the Village Code is hereby amended by

revising the definition of Seasonal Structures as described below, where changes are shown as additions
described with double underlines:
STRUCTURE, SEASONAL

B.

An Accessory Structure located on residential property used for
temporary seasonal use, including but not limited to, shade
structures, and temporary ice rinks. This definition does not include
hoop houses, high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending
growing structures.

Section 5 (Accessory Structures and Uses) and Section 6 (Temporary Structures and Uses) of

Title 6 (Zoning), Chapter 3 (General Zoning Regulations) of the Village Code are hereby amended in the
manner described in Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated as though fully recited herein. The changes
are shown as additions described with double underlines and deletions described with strikeouts. Language
which is omitted from Exhibit B is not intended to be changed.
SECTION 3. Animal Control. Section 11-13-4 (Keeping Or Harboring Animals; Number
Restricted) of the Village Code is hereby amended in the manner described below. The changes are shown as
additions described with double underlines and deletions described with strikeouts.
11-13-4:

KEEPING OR HARBORING ANIMALS; NUMBER RESTRICTED:

A.

It shall be unlawful to maintain any stable, veterinary hospital, kennel, dove-cote or other place
for the keeping or harboring of any bees, cattle, horses, goats, pigs, chickens, geese, ducks,
pigeons, rabbits or similar animals or fowl, or to keep or harbor any such animals or fowl upon
any residential lot within the Village, except as otherwise expressly permitted within paragraphs
11-13-4-C or 11-13-4-D.

B.

It shall be unlawful to keep or harbor in excess of three (3) dogs or three (3) cats or any
combination of such animals in excess of a total of three (3) upon any residential lot within the
8
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Village.
C.

Beekeeping on Non-Residential Property: The practice of beekeeping shall be permitted on nonresidential property as outlined in Section 6-3-5 (Accessory Structures and Uses) of the
Lincolnshire Village Code. Beekeeping shall be allowed exclusively for honey, wax, pollen, and
similar products, with such products sold on premise or in partnership with other businesses.
Licensing through the Illinois Department of Agriculture is also required.

D.

Chicken Keeping on Residential Property – Pilot Program: The practice of chicken keeping shall
be permitted on single-family residential properties for a period of one year, commencing upon
the effective date of Ordinance No. XX-XXXX-XXX. Chicken keeping and chicken coops shall be
further regulated by Section 6-3-5 (Accessory Structures and Uses) of the Lincolnshire Village
Code. After one year of the program being in effect, the Village Board shall reevaluate the merits of
the program before taking formal action to terminate, continue, modify, or make permanent the
program. The Village Manager or his/her designee shall modify pilot program parameters as
needed to ensure public health, safety, and welfare. Parameters of the pilot program are as
follows:
1. Purpose: Accessory chicken permits are established to provide a mechanism for the lawful
keeping of chickens that are uncommon in residential areas and that, if kept improperly,
would injure the public health, safety, and welfare. No permit shall be construed as a vested
right that would prevent the modification or termination of this program or to otherwise keep
the permitted chickens except in conformance with the requirements set forth herein.
2. Permits: The Village shall not issue more than five (5) permits for backyard chicken keeping
at any time issued to qualified applicants on a first come, first served basis. Permits are valid
for a period of up to one (1) year. Applicants must provide a sketch of the proposed chicken
coop location on a plat of survey or map. Applicants must re-apply annually, should the
program be extended beyond the one year timeframe. If a permit is not renewed within 30
days prior to expiration, property owners must remove all chickens and related
facilities/equipment. Applicants are required to pay a fee upon first applying, as well as for
each subsequent renewal, as set forth in Section 1-15 of the Lincolnshire Village Code.
3. State Registration: Applicants must also register with the Illinois Department of
Agriculture Livestock Premises Database.
4. Notification: Applicants must provide a copy of their Village of Lincolnshire permit
application to abutting property owners.
5. Inspection: The Village shall inspect the property prior to permit issuance or any
construction of a coop commences. The applicant or permittee shall permit such inspection at
reasonable times and upon reasonable notice. Said consent to inspect is a condition of any
accessory animal permit, and refusal shall be cause for rejection of an application or
revocation of an accessory chicken permit. The Village may perform an inspection of the
property of an applicant or permittee for any of the following reasons:
a. The inspection is a condition of renewal of an accessory animal permit;
b. The applicant or permittee has received a citation for violation of any provision of this
ordinance or the Lincolnshire Village Code related to chicken keeping within the
preceding 12 months;
c. The Village receives a documented complaint concerning the conditions of the permit,
including the chickens permitted or the manner in which the chickens are kept; or
d. The Village has probable cause to believe a violation of this ordinance of the
Lincolnshire Village Code related to chicken keeping exists.
6. Revocation: Any permit issued under the provisions of this chapter may be revoked by the
Village for a violation of any condition imposed upon a permit, any provision hereof, or upon
satisfactory proof that the permitted activity was conducted in a manner detrimental to the
public health, safety, and welfare. Such renovation may be in addition to the imposition of a
fine or other penalty for violation of any provision of the Lincolnshire Village Code and shall
be no defense to a prosecution for such violation. Any administrative order revoking a permit
shall be in writing and delivered to the owner by first class mail or personal service.
9

Return to Agenda

DOCUMENT 9

7. Appeal: In the event any applicant or permittee shall be refused a permit, have their permit
revoked, or shall feel otherwise aggrieved, he or she shall have the right to appeal the decision
to the Board of Trustees within seven (7) days from the date of the decision.The Board shall
have the power to affirm, reverse or otherwise modify the decision. Such appeal shall be in
writing, addressed to the Mayor and Board of Trustees setting forth in detail the grounds of
such appeal. Any appeal shall be decided within thirty (30) days from the date of the decision
being appealed and the result of the appeal will be reduced to writing and delivered to the
appellant by first class mail or personal delivery.
8. Chicken Enclosure: Coops must be predator and extreme-weather proof. Coops must be
sanitary at all times. Material storage or storage of any kind other than chickens within a coop
is prohibited.
9. Rodent Protection: Chicken feed shall be kept in a rodent-proof container.
10. Sanitation: Nuisances regarding odor, litter, droppings, other waste, and the like are
prohibited
11. Limit and Type of Chickens: Property owners may keep no less than two (2) and no more
than four (4) hens on their property. Roosters are prohibited.
12. Confinement: Hens must be confined to the coop or the enclosed run at all times.
13. Prohibited Activities: The sale of eggs and slaughtering of chickens is prohibited.
SECTION 4. Comprehensive Fee Schedule. Title 1, Chapter 15 of the Village Code
(Comprehensive Fee Schedule) is hereby amended by adding the following fees in Section 1-15-11:
1-15-11: MISDEMEANORS (TITLE 11)
TYPE
Residential Chicken Keeping Permit Fee

AMOUNT OF FEE
$75.00

CODE SECTION
11-13-4-D

SECTION 4. Severability. In the event any provision or application of the Village Code enacted by
this Ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable, it is the intent of the Village Board that all other
applications and the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect to the extent permitted by law.
SECTION 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective following its adoption and
approval in the manner provided by law.
SO ORDAINED this

day of

, 2020, at Lincolnshire, Lake County, Illinois.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
APPROVED:
Elizabeth J. Brandt, Mayor
ATTEST:
Barbara Mastandrea, Village Clerk
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Published by me in pamphlet form
this

day of

11

, 20
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FINDINGS OF FACT

12

Return to Agenda

DOCUMENT 9

FINDINGS OF FACT
On An Application for a Text Amendment regarding Accessory Structures (Hoop Houses)
Mayor and Board of Trustees
Village of Lincolnshire
1 Olde Half Day Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Honorable Mayor and Board of Trustees:
We transmit for your consideration a favorable recommendation vote by the Zoning Board of the Village of
Lincolnshire to recommend approval of the application for a text amendment related to accessory structures
including hoop houses, high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending growing structures. The text
amendment would prohibit these types of structures as accessory structures or seasonal structures.
Following due notice, as required by the Title 6 (Zoning) of the Lincolnshire Village Code, the Zoning Board
held a public hearing on March 10, 2020, in the Village Hall, and continued the public hearing virtually on
August 11, 2020. Upon having reviewed materials submitted by staff and a staff memorandum with
attachments prepared by the Community & Economic Development Department, and having heard Village
staff comments and the sworn testimony of all interested parties desiring to be heard at the public hearing, the
Zoning Board deliberated and reached the following Findings of Fact:
Standards
1. The request for an amendment shall serve the purpose of promoting the public health,
safety, and general welfare because:
Hoop houses, high tunnels, and other similar season-extending growing structures are intended to be
temporary and mobile, causing them to be more easily damaged and poorly maintained, resulting in negative
aesthetic impacts on the community; and
Damaged seasonal structures which fail to provide security against animals tend to promote an increase of
nuisance animals, including skunks, foxes, squirrels, rats and deer, which damage private property and local
landscaping.
2. The request for an amendment shall conserve the value of property throughout the
community because:
The mitigation of any negative secondary effects from hoop houses, high tunnels, and other similar temporary
season-extending growing structures will preserve the value of property throughout the community.
3. The request for an amendment shall lessen or avoid congestion in the public streets and
highways because:
The amendment will not affect the amount of vehicle trips on public streets.
Chair Brian Bichkoff and Members of the Zoning Board
August 11, 2020
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FINDINGS OF FACT
On An Application for a Text Amendment regarding Accessory Uses & Structures (Beekeeping)
Mayor and Board of Trustees
Village of Lincolnshire
1 Olde Half Day Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Honorable Mayor and Board of Trustees:
We transmit for your consideration a favorable recommendation vote by the Zoning Board of the Village of
Lincolnshire to recommend approval of the application for a text amendment related to accessory structures
and uses including beekeeping. The text amendment would allow beekeeping as a special accessory use on
properties located within the B zoning districts comprised of 100 acres or more.
Following due notice, as required by the Title 6 (Zoning) of the Lincolnshire Village Code, the Zoning Board
held a public hearing on March 10, 2020, in the Village Hall, and continued the public hearing virtually on
August 11, 2020. Upon having reviewed materials submitted by staff and a staff memorandum with
attachments prepared by the Community & Economic Development Department, and having heard Village
staff comments and the sworn testimony of all interested parties desiring to be heard at the public hearing, the
Zoning Board deliberated and reached the following Findings of Fact:
Standards
1. The request for an amendment shall serve the purpose of promoting the public health,
safety, and general welfare because:
Beekeeping is a sustainable agricultural use which promotes community pollination, food supplies, and fosters
bee populations outside of the commercial beekeeping industry.
2. The request for an amendment shall conserve the value of property throughout the
community because:
Beekeeping provides a safe and effective alternative revenue source for large scale properties capable of
mitigating the secondary effects on neighboring uses, promoting the continued occupancy and operation of
such property.
3. The request for an amendment shall lessen or avoid congestion in the public streets and
highways because:
Local food production reduces reliance on shipping, thereby eliminating trips on public streets and highways
and reducing congestion.
Chair Brian Bichkoff and Members of the Zoning Board
August 11, 2020
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FINDINGS OF FACT
On An Application for a Text Amendment regarding Accessory Uses & Structures
(Residential Chicken Keeping)
Mayor and Board of Trustees
Village of Lincolnshire
1 Olde Half Day Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Honorable Mayor and Board of Trustees:
We transmit for your consideration a passed / failed vote by the Zoning Board of the Village of Lincolnshire to
recommend approval of the application for a text amendment related to accessory structures and uses including
chicken keeping. The text amendment would allow chicken keeping as an accessory use on residential properties
located within the R1, R2, R2A, and R3 zoning districts.
Following due notice, as required by Title 6 (Zoning) of the Lincolnshire Village Code, the Zoning Board held a
public hearing on March 10, 2020, in the Village Hall, and continued the public hearing virtually on August 11,
2020. Upon having reviewed materials submitted by staff and a staff memorandum with attachments prepared
by the Community & Economic Development Department, and having heard Village staff comments and the
sworn testimony of all interested parties desiring to be heard at the public hearing, the Zoning Board
deliberated and reached the following Findings of Fact:
Standards
1. The request for an amendment shall serve the purpose of promoting the public health, safety,
and general welfare.
Permitting the keeping of chickens on residential properties will reduce the demand for eggs sold at retail,
which will reduce the need for transporting eggs at commercial farms. Reducing the transportation of eggs
raised at commercial farms will reduce the community’s reliance on fossil fuels and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, resulting in greater public health and welfare.
2. The request for an amendment shall conserve the value of property throughout the
community.
The regulations described in the text amendment are designed to ensure that, with strict compliance with such
regulations, the side effects arising from keeping of chickens on residential properties are kept solely on the
property where the chickens are raised, and do not result in a nuisance for neighboring properties. As a result,
the text amendment conserves property values throughout the community.
3. The request for an amendment shall lessen or avoid congestion in the public streets and
highways.
Permitting the keeping of chickens on residential properties will reduce the demand for eggs sold at retail,
which will reduce the need for transporting eggs at commercial farms. Reducing the transportation of eggs
raised at commercial farms will lessen or avoid congestion in the public streets and highways.
Chair Brian Bichkoff and Members of the Zoning Board
August 11, 2020
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EXHIBIT B
TEXT AMENDMENTS
6-2-2:

DEFINITIONS
The following words and terms, wherever they occur in this Zoning Code shall be defined as
follows:
*

STRUCTURE, SEASONAL

*

An Accessory Structure located on residential property used for
temporary seasonal use, including but not limited to, shade structures,
and temporary ice rinks. This definition does not include hoop houses,
high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending growing
structures.
*

6-3-5:

*

*

*

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES
No accessory structure or use shall be established, erected, altered or moved onto a lot unless it is
specifically conforms to the requirements of this Section.
*

B.

*

*

Specific Requirements: The following Accessory Structures and Uses shall be permitted subject
to the additional specific regulations set forth below:
*

*

*

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES 6-3-5(B)
R1

Beekeeping and Beehives

R2

R2A

R3

R4

R5

B
S

P = Permitted
S = Special Use
E
O/I
M





The practice of beekeeping shall be governed by Section 11-13-4-C.
Permitted on properties measuring 100 acres or greater.
Hives may be located within the required side and rear yard setbacks, provided they are no closer than ten feet (10’) from the
side and rear property lines. Hives shall not be located within ten feet (10’) of any sidewalk, path, or residence.
R1
R2
R2A
R3
R4
R5
B
E
O/I
M
Chicken Keeping and Chicken Coops
P
P
P
P

The practice of chicken keeping shall be governed by Section 11-13-4-D.

Chicken keeping may not occur on lots less than 20,000 square feet.

Chicken coops and runs shall adhere to the following:
1. No taller than seven feet (7’).
2. Minimum floor area no smaller than 24 square feet. Maximum floor area no larger than 60 square feet.
3. May not be used for storage or activities other than the keeping of chickens.
4. Located in the rear yard and adhere to all required setbacks. Must be within 10’ from the principal structure.
5. Building materials must substantially match the color of the principal structure at all times.
6. Shall not be erected within a utility easement.

*

*

*

R1
R2
R2A
R3
R4
R5
B
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
At least two walls and the roof of the structure must be glass or similar transparent materials.
Storage of materials other than plants shall not be visible from adjacent properties and public ways.
Shall not include hoop houses, high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending growing structures.

Greenhouse




*
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6-3-6:

TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES
No temporary structure or use shall be established or erected on a lot unless it is specifically
permitted by the requirements of this Section.
*

B.

TUP = Temporary Use Permit Required
P = Permitted (No Permit Required)
BP = Building Permit Required

*



*

*

R1
R2
R2A
R3
R4
R5
B
E
O/I
M
P
P
P
P
P
Only one (1) Seasonal Structure shall be permitted at any one time.
Shall be permitted for a portion of the year for seasonal use only, and shall not remain for an uninterrupted period longer than
six (6) months within any consecutive twelve (12) month period.
Shall not include a permanent foundation.
Shall not exceed a height of fifteen feet (15’) from the established grade.
Shall have a maximum floor area ratio no greater than 10% of the gross square feet of the Principal Structure on the lot.
Storage of materials is prohibited.
Installation of natural gas, water supply or sanitary sewer service, plumbing fixtures or similar utilities is prohibited.
May be located within the required side and rear yard setbacks, provided they are no closer than ten feet (10’) from the side and
rear property lines.
Shall not include hoop houses, high tunnels, and similar temporary season-extending growing structures.

Seasonal Structure








*

Specific Requirements: The following Temporary Structures and Uses shall be permitted and are
further subject to the specific regulations set forth below:

TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES
6-3-6(B)




*
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brad Burke
Friday, February 14, 2020 2:52 PM
Diane Denning, 21 Fox Trail
Ben Gilbertson
RE: Officials Contact Form Submission

Dear Ms. Denning,
Thank you for your feedback regarding housing chickens within the Village of Lincolnshire. At their
February 10, 2020 meeting, the Village Board referred this matter to the Zoning Board for consideration
and recommendation. The Zoning Board will be charged with making a recommendation to the Village
Board on the topic of keeping chickens are residentially zoned properties. After Zoning Board’s
consideration and recommendation, the Village Board will then make a final decision on any policy change
pertaining to housing chickens in the Village.
Your comments regarding chicken noise, wildlife attraction, noise, and sanitation will be shared with the
Zoning Board prior to their formal consideration of the policy. If you have any further comments or input,
please direct them to Assistant Village Manager/Community & Economic Development Director Ben
Gilbertson at bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov.
Thanks again for your input on this potential policy change.
Sincerely,
Brad Burke
Village Manager
Village of Lincolnshire
Administration
D: 847-913-2335
www.lincolnshireil.gov

From: Diane Denning, 21 Fox Trail [mailto:dgdenning@comcast.net]
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 12:43 PM
To: Mayor Brandt <MayorBrandt@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Harms Muth <TrusteeHarmsMuth@lincolnshireil.gov>;
Trustee Leider <Trusteeleider@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Pantelis <TrusteePantelis@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Raizin
<TrusteeRaizin@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Grujanac <TrusteeGrujanac@lincolnshireil.gov>; Brad Burke
<bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Hancock <trusteehancock@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Officials Contact Form Submission

The following was submitted from the Officials Contact form:
Name: Diane Denning, 21 Fox Trail
E‐Mail Address: dgdenning@comcast.net
Comments: I am opposed to allowing chicken coops in Lincolnshire. It will be an intrusive and very annoying
nuisance when roosters loudly crow at first sunrise, waking up the entire family every morning (we lived near
18
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a farm in MD and the noise carries over a mile). Wildlife will be attracted to the coops, and we already have a
coyote and fox problem posing a danger to pets. Finally, it will be a problematic sanitation issue to have smelly
and germ‐laden chicken coops in a residential area. Chicken coops are a detriment to our beautiful
community.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Brad Burke
Nona
Ben Gilbertson; Tonya Zozulya
RE: caged chickens & zoonotic diseases
Monday, March 9, 2020 2:42:45 PM

Dear Ms. Novak,
Thank you for your email and your comments regarding the possible zoning code change to
permit backyard chickens in the community.
Your email will be shared with all members of the Zoning Board prior to their March 10,
2020 meeting.
As part of the record of the Zoning Board’s consideration of this matter, your comments will
also be included in the meeting materials when this matter ultimately comes before the
Village Board at a future meeting date.
Thank you a gain for your email and your thoughts regarding the topic of keeping chickens
in residential areas. If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact me.
Sincerely,
Brad Burke
Brad Burke
Village Manager
Village of Lincolnshire
Administration
D: 847-913-2335
www.lincolnshireil.gov

From: Nona [mailto:nmsquared@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2020 10:50 AM
To: Trustee Grujanac <TrusteeGrujanac@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Leider
<Trusteeleider@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Raizin <TrusteeRaizin@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee
Pantelis <TrusteePantelis@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Hancock
<trusteehancock@lincolnshireil.gov>; Trustee Harms Muth
<TrusteeHarmsMuth@lincolnshireil.gov>; ebrandt@lincolnshireil.gov; Brad Burke
<bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: caged chickens & zoonotic diseases

Dear Mayor Brandt, Board and Brad,
I am unable to find contact information for the zoning committee. Could you please
forward this email to them?
With the current increased concern about the spread of viruses, it is disheartening
that the board would approve a plan to introduce poultry borne zoonotic disease to
the community. Potential disease caused by poultry in cages (not referring to
industrial farming) include salmonella, e coli, campylobacter, listeria, histoplasmosis,
and others. The effects of these illnesses may be minor on healthy individuals, but
like covid 19, the effects can be severe, even life threatening, for anyone with
20
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underlying health conditions/older individuals.
These diseases are spread not only by contact, but by breathing in the fungal spores,
by rodents/insects attracted to feed and chicken feces, etc. It appears that poultry
feces/feed will be allowed within 10' of neighbor's property in the current village
proposal.
If the village insists on changing the character of the village and quality of life by
allowing caged chickens, could they please include safeguards I have read in rules
(for the very few other municipalities) that permit residential farm animals?
1. Permission of surrounding neighbors needed for a cage to be erected &
notification that chickens will be allowed 10' from their property. This is particularly
important for older neighbors or those with compromised immune systems due to
health issues. (cancer, heart disease, auto immune diseases, diabetes, etc.)
2. Unannounced, regular checks by the zoning enforcement team for compliance with
rules. Check that coop is in good condition, not deteriorating, feed & water stations
cleaned regularly, and particularly that waste products are collected & disposed of
properly on a daily basis.
3. Regular veterinary checks of the poultry.
4. Permit view blocking fencing to be erected on the property line in instances where
neighbors choose not to view chicken cages, feces, feed bins.
I don't understand why the village does not use social media, the weekly email or
newsletter to announce proposed changes & public meetings on issues that will
change the character of the village, and are likely to cause property value
deterioration. The public notice was printed in the Daily Herald which reaches less
than 5% of village residents. Perhaps the village could consider increasing the
transparency of their governance?
most sincerely, Nona Novak
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brad Burke
Monday, February 17, 2020 8:11 AM
Brad Burke
Tonya Zozulya; Ben Gilbertson
FW: Village of Lincolnshire: Please vote against chicken coops in Lincolnshire

Village Board of Trustees,
Mayor Brandt requested that the email below be shared with all Village Board members. This email will
also be shared with members of the Zoning Board as they take up consideration of keeping chickens in the
Village.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Brad
Brad Burke
Village Manager
Village of Lincolnshire
Administration
D: 847-913-2335
www.lincolnshireil.gov

From: Mayor Brandt
Sent: Sunday, February 16, 2020 6:18 PM
To: Brad Burke <bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Village of Lincolnshire: Please vote against chicken coops in Lincolnshire

Can you please share this with the Trustees
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Village of Lincolnshire <no-reply@lincolnshireil.gov>
Date: February 16, 2020 at 5:20:33 PM CST
To: Mayor Brandt <MayorBrandt@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Village of Lincolnshire: Please vote against chicken coops in Lincolnshire
Reply-To: Kathleen Healan <khealan@gmail.com>
This is an enquiry email from:
Kathleen Healan <khealan@gmail.com>
Hi Liz. I know you are very committed to what is best for Lincolnshire so I wanted to express
my concern about allowing chicken coops in Lincolnshire. I have been a resident of Lincolnshire
for almost 30 years and have always been very proud of the beauty of our community and of our
upscale reputation. I was very disappointed to see in last week’s Village Board agenda that the
Board of Trustees is considering a pilot program to allow residents to have chicken coops in their
22
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backyards. As our mayor, I appreciate your commitment to our Village and I urge you to vote
against this pilot program as it will negatively impact our property values as well as our quality
of life. I personally would never consider buying a house where I could see, hear or smell
chickens in the neighborhood and I feel sure that many if not most potential buyers will feel the
same way.
Thank you.
Kathy Healan
306 Carlisle Lane
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Village of Lincolnshire
Ben Gilbertson
Village of Lincolnshire: Pilot Application
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 9:19:12 AM

This is an enquiry email from:
Beth Auer <bethauer@mac.com>
Hi Ben. I read the article on the pilot program to have chickens on your property and I would like to apply. Please
let me know next steps!
Thanks so much.
Beth
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Slatin <nancy@slatinassociates.com>
Saturday, August 8, 2020 8:51 AM
VOLPublicComment
Zoning Commission - Backyard Chickens

Dear Commissioners,
The pandemic has severely disrupted our supply chain. Allowing backyard chickens is just another way we can be more
self-sufficient. This movement is akin to growing one’s own organic vegetables or baking sourdough bread. Given that
we are on half acre lots, we have the space to raise chickens without disruption to neighbors.
I hope the Zoning Commission would recommend a pilot program so that those interested residents could raise
backyard chickens for their eggs.
Nancy Slatin
12 Fox Trail
Lincolnshire
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nona <nmsquared@yahoo.com>
Monday, August 10, 2020 11:21 AM
Ben Gilbertson; ebrandt@lincolnshireil.gov; Brad Burke;
VOLPublilcComment@lincolnshireil.gov
8/11 zoning board meeting - caged chickens

Dear Lincolnshire Zoning Board,
There have been recent salmonella outbreaks related to household chicken coops in multiple
states (CDC info link attached). Diseases/viruses spread by poultry in cages also include e coli,
histoplasmosis, listeria, and others.
These diseases spread not only by direct contact, but by breathing the fungal spores, & by
rodents/insects attracted to poultry feed and chicken feces. The very young, elderly and anyone with
underlying health issues are especially affected by these viruses. If caged chickens are allowed,
hopefully the village will allocate funds for regular, professional health/sanitation checks of the
chickens and their cages.
Additionally, I do not believe viewing/smelling/hearing caged chickens will enhance quality of life or
property values in Lincolnshire.
Especially in light of the increased global awareness of viruses, this proposal should be rejected
by the board.
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-05-20/index.html
Most sincerely,
Nona Novak
(847)207-9216
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy Healan <khealan@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 11:20 AM
VOLPublicComment
Vote on Chicken Coops

I have been a resident of Lincolnshire for almost 30 years and have always been very proud of the beauty of our
community and of our upscale reputation. I appreciate the Zoning Board's commitment to our Village and I urge you to
vote against the chicken coop proposal as it will negatively impact our property values as well as our quality of life. I
personally would never consider buying a house where I could see, hear or smell chickens in the neighborhoo d and I feel
sure that many if not most potential buyers will feel the same way.
Thank you.
Kathy Healan
306 Carlisle Lane
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Ben Gilbertson
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brad Burke
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 2:16 PM
Nancy Slatin
Ben Gilbertson
RE: Backyard chickens in the Shire

Dear Nancy,
Thanks for your email. I forwarded your message and notes to Assistant Village Manager/Community &
Economic Development Director Ben Gilbertson for his response. ( bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov ) As Ben
participated in the meeting last night, he will be best equipped to review your notes and respond to any
questions you have. Ben is also copied on this email.
Thanks
Brad
Brad Burke
Village Manager
Village of Lincolnshire
Administration
D: 847-913-2335
www.lincolnshireil.gov

From: Nancy Slatin [mailto:nancy@slatinassociates.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 11:55 AM
To: Brad Burke <bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: RE: Backyard chickens in the Shire
Hi Brad
These are notes I took from last night’s Zoning Commission Meeting.
Did they state that the coop MUST be 10’ from the principal structure?
I see that the accessory structure rule changes from 6” from the principal structure when we built our shed.
Anyway, just want to clear this up and if the attached is complete.
Thanks!
Nancy
From: Brad Burke <bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 12:22 PM
To: Nancy Slatin <nancy@slatinassociates.com>
Subject: RE: Backyard chickens in the Shire
Hi Nancy,
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Thanks for the message. I hope you and your family are well during this crazy time.

The Village of Lincolnshire continues to consider backyard chickens and has not made a final decision to
permit this type of use in the community. The Zoning Board held a public hearing on the topic, along with
other agricultural uses, at their March 10, 2020 meeting (CLICK HERE to see the meeting packet).
During the public hearing, the Zoning Board requested additional information on backyard chickens,
impact to property values, and concerns regarding potential disease spread. The public hearing was
continued to April 14, 2020. However, the continued date was during the stay-at-home order. During the
stay-at-home order and this time when there are limitations on in-person meetings, staff was initially
advised by legal counsel to hold off on scheduling meetings with high-profile discussions or topics where
there may be significant public input and interest. This has resulted in a delay in the Zoning Board’s
continued consideration of backyard chickens.
Since the existing social distancing measures continue to be in effect under the Governor’s Restore Illinois
plan, and are likely to be in effect for the foreseeable future, staff has started to begin scheduling these
meetings. The Zoning Board will be continuing its consideration of backyard chickens at its meeting on
Tuesday, August 11, 2020. The agenda materials for this meeting will be posted on the Village’s
website by the end of the week.
In short, the Zoning Board is still considering whether or not to recommend permitting backyard chickens
in Lincolnshire. Once the Zoning Board makes its recommendation, the matter will be presented to the
Village Board for final consideration and action.
I hope this helps you to have an understanding of where the Village is in the consideration of this topic.
Please let me know if you have questions or would like to discuss.
Regards,
Brad
Brad Burke
Village Manager
Village of Lincolnshire
Administration
D: 847-913-2335
www.lincolnshireil.gov

From: Nancy Slatin [mailto:nancy@slatinassociates.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 9:07 AM
To: Brad Burke <bburke@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Backyard chickens in the Shire
Hi Brad,
Thanks again for helping me with the VOL vendor list last year. We were able to raise over $4,000 which will come in
handy as our public plant sale was cancelled.
We are having an educational program for the Garden Club on Backyard Chickens. I’ve read a bit about it online but
wanted to make sure I was aware of the parameters. Please correct me if I’m wrong.
Max of 6 chickens.
Needs to be 10’ from property lines.
Must be fenced in.
Any other parameters?
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Thanks
Nancy

31

3

Return to Agenda

DOCUMENT 10

Ben Gilbertson
To:
Subject:

'Jodi Dirks'
RE: Virtual Public Hearing - Backyard Chicken Keeping - Tuesday, August 11, 2020

Good morning Jodi,
The latest coop size recommendation was based on other communities’ programs. The Village Board will
consider all aspects of the proposed pilot program – coop size, location, application/permitting process,
etc. – at a future meeting, most likely in September. I’ll continue to keep you informed of further board
consideration.
Sincerely,
Ben

From: Jodi Dirks [mailto:jmdirks12@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: Ben Gilbertson <bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Re: Virtual Public Hearing - Backyard Chicken Keeping - Tuesday, August 11, 2020

Hi Ben
After further review of the scoop dimensions. This is smaller than the one I sent you originally.
How will that need to be dealt with?
Jodi
On Wed, Aug 12, 2020 at 9:19 AM Jodi Dirks <jmdirks12@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben
Thank you for the quick comments.
For the power that would be amazing! Several of us purchased generators and we know if it very disruptive.
We actually had the coop initially close the the house and based on the location and the uneven ground we
would have had to build up ground which would have resulted in a redirection of water and a potential
drowning of the trees even with drainage. So just calling out what we evaluated already. Each yard will be
different so by allowing flexibility will work best. This is the same for most of the structures and playground
sets.
Appreciate it
Jodi

On Wed, Aug 12, 2020 at 8:22 AM Ben Gilbertson <bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov> wrote:
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Good morning Jodi,

I’m sorry to hear you had technical difficulties last night, and I’m sorry to hear you’re still without
power. The latest information we have from ComEd is that power could
be restored as early as today, but they are conservatively saying restoration would occur no later than
Saturday afternoon. I hope for your and everyone else’s sake it’s much sooner than that.

The Zoning Board issued a unanimous favorable recommendation to the Village Board based on the
recommendations provided in the agenda packet. However, they did request staff
to further research more regular inspections/enforcement of coop hygiene as part of the program. Some
members discussed if the proposed location requirements were appropriate for coops, but this did not
become part of the formal recommendation to the Village
Board. Nonetheless, I will recap the items of consideration by the Zoning Board in my report to the
Village Board at a future meeting. I will also share your comments with the Village Board as well, and let
you know when the Village Board will consider this
(once I have more certainty of when that will be).

Sincerely,
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Ben

From: Jodi Dirks [mailto:jmdirks12@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 2:09 AM
To: Ben Gilbertson <bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov>
Subject: Re: Virtual Public Hearing - Backyard Chicken Keeping - Tuesday, August 11, 2020

Hi Ben

Apologies for bringing up later as I was having a lot of difficulty on call due to the loss of electricity at my
house. I raised my hand during the hen structure discussion and the placement similar to what I raised at the
prior Meeting
and not sure how the conversation ended. Below is what I raised my hand on the discussion.
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All the properties in Lincolnshire do not have the rectangular plot with the dwelling perfectly centered with a
larger portion of the yard in the back and placement with the streets. My suggestion would be that all the
chicken coops be
placed somewhere with the boundaries of the backyard with the appropriate spacing from the owners dwelling
and neighbors. By having it be placed similar to the storage shed may move the coop actually closer to
neighbors spaces and be quite visible. Most

other villages do not have the coops next to the houses.

Similar to most backyard requirements it requires a flat surface and by limiting positioning could cause more
concerns.
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I am not sure how the conversation ended but wanted to send this to you for the discussion.

Thanks again for all the work on the gathering of information on urban agriculture.

Jodi

36

5

Return to Agenda

DOCUMENT 10

On Fri, Aug 7, 2020 at 2:02 PM Ben Gilbertson <bgilbertson@lincolnshireil.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

The Lincolnshire Zoning Board will hold a virtual public hearing next Tuesday, August 11, 2020,
beginning at 7 p.m.
A complete copy of the agenda packet can be found
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here on the Village’s website, including how to submit comments and participate. One of the topics
under consideration will be backyard chicken keeping. Based on your previous communication with
Village staff, you’re receiving this email in the event you
would like to submit comments or participate in the meeting. Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Ben Gilbertson

Assistant Village Manager/Community & Economic Development Director
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