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Sad day at Halas
Nothing good about an exceptionally 
dreary “Black Monday” for Bears.
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BOB FRISK’S

Welcome to another edition of Bob 
Frisk’s annual column on the 
best quotes from the world of 
sports. For Bob, it’s a culmina-

tion of his dedication and persistence to collect 
these nuggets month after month and store 
them in a drawer until another year comes to 
a close. And for nine months, he did just that 
until getting sidelined by an unexpected sur-
gery in October. 

 We know how many of you look forward to 
his column, so as not to let Bob’s hard work go 
to waste, several of his colleagues pitched in. 

 You’ll be glad to know Bob, 83, is back on his 
feet and looking forward to the new year with 

friends and family, good books and more 
sports to watch. He’s also excited to help 

grandson Mark, now a college junior, 
cheer for his Golden Gophers in the 

Jan. 1 Outback Bowl. With Indiana 
and Illinois also bowling, the 

Frisk family has bowl fever.
 Enjoy Bob’s annual 
effort to make you smile 

as he offers another 
installment of 

quotes from 
the year in 

sports.
 

Gregg Popovich, Spurs head coach, on hiring former San 
Antonio superstar Tim Duncan as an assistant coach: “It is 
only fitting, that after I served loyally for 19 years as Tim Dun-
can’s assistant, that he returns the favor.”

Aaron Rodgers, Packers quarterback, on how to get Green 
Bay fans more excited at home games: “I’m up for anything 
that’s gonna get the fans as loud as possible. Maybe slash 
some beer prices would be a good idea.”

Francesco Molinari, former British Open golf champ, 
explaining his regrets over a tattoo he got at 18: “I wish it was 
something more meaningful than a random Chinese sym-
bol. I can’t even be 100 percent sure that it is a Chinese sym-

bol for a tiger. It might be fried 
dumplings or something.”

Craig Counsell, Brewers 
manager, on broadcasting 
the Minnesota at Milwaukee 
game Aug. 14 on YouTube: “I 
understand. If you have kids, 
they don’t watch. They watch 
YouTube. It makes sense. 
Dinosaurs watch TV.”

Mike Tauchman, a former 
Fremd High School football 
star who plays outfield for the 
Yankees, when asked about 
beating then Rolling Mead-
ows High School football star 

Jimmy Garoppolo — who now starts at quarterback for the 
San Francisco 49ers — by intercepting a pass and then lead-
ing a game-winning drive and throwing a TD pass for a 14-7 
victory: “It’s a cool story, but it’s kind of weird to talk about it. 
I don’t want to sound like the guy at the bar that struck out 
Bryce Harper when he was 9 years old. Jimmy’s really, really 

good now. I think we both chose the right sports.”
Bill Walton, Basketball Hall of Famer, on getting to 
broadcast a baseball game between the White Sox 

and Angels: “I thought all along I was a trembling 
and exploding rainbow, morphing into a bus 

stop. I guess I’m going to have to reinvent 
myself one more time.”

Bill Walton, basketball legend, who 
joined Jason Benetti in the broadcast 

booth as a guest analyst, during 
the White Sox-Angels game  

It started 
snowing —  
it felt like 
‘Frozen.’ I was 
like, all right 
here we go. 
Olaf Time.

Packers running back 
Jamaal Williams

‘‘

See QUOTE on PAGE 5

REDBOX BOWL

A S S O C I A T E D  P R E S S

California tight end Jake Tonges catches a pass against 
Illinois defensive back Nate Hobbs during the second half 
of the Redbox Bowl in Santa Clara, Calif. on Monday.

By Michael  
Wagaman
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — 
Chase Garbers threw 4 
touchdown passes and 
ran for another score, 
leading California to a 
35-20 win over Illinois on 
Monday in the Redbox 
Bowl.

Christopher Brown Jr. 
ran for 120 yards on 20 
carries, and Makai Polk 
caught 5 passes for a sea-
son-high 105 yards as Cal 
(8-5) won its first bowl 
game since 2015.

Brandon Peters passed 
for 273 yards and 1 touch-
down for Illinois (6-7) in 
his return after sitting out 
the regular-season finale 
with a concussion. Peters, 
who was shaken up again 
after diving out of bounds 
following a scramble late 
in the fourth quarter, com-
pleted 22 of 37 passes and 
added a team-high 68 

rushing yards.
Garbers, who had been 

in and out of the lineup 
all season because of a 
shoulder injury, got going 
after being sacked on the 
first play from scrimmage 
and throwing an incom-
plete pass on the second. 
The offensive MVP of the 
game, Garbers completed 
22 of 31 passes for 272 
yards with TD passes of 4, 
3, 2 and 6 yards. He also 
scored on quarterback 
sneak from the 1 early in 
the second quarter while 
helping the Bears set a 
season-high for scoring.

The strong show-
ing by Garbers offset an 
uneven day by California’s 
defense.

The Bears allowed a 
field goal and touchdown 
on the Fighting Illini’s first 

Peters’ return 
doesn’t help as 
Illini fall to Cal

California 35, Illinois 20

See ILLINOIS on PAGE 2

There was an amazing 
statistic dug up by Bulls 
radio statistician Jeff Man-
gurten before Monday’s 
game against Milwaukee.

The result of the Bulls’ 
final game in 2019 would 
decide whether they finish 
with a better record in the 
2010s than in the 1970s.

Well, chalk one up for 
Jerry Sloan, Artis Gilmore 
and the 70s. Those Bulls 
had to deal with Milwau-
kee’s Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar, but the current 
Bulls aren’t doing any 
better against Giannis 
Antetokounmpo.

Monday’s game was 
no exception. The Bulls 
trailed by 3 points at half-
time, but were thoroughly 
dismissed in the second 

half and lost 123-102 at the 
United Center. Milwaukee 
improved its league-best 
record to 30-5 and won for 
the 24th time in the last 26 
games.

“Everybody’s ticked 
off,” Kris Dunn said. “You 
should be. We’ve been 
playing well. I feel like 
Milwaukee gave us a little 

Ending the year 
on a sour note

MIKE MCGRAW’S
TAKE ON THE BULLS

Bucks 123, Bulls 102

Bulls fade in 2nd half 
in loss to Milwaukee

See BULLS on PAGE 3


