
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Lake County Climate Action Pledge 
 
About: 
 
The Lake County Climate Action Pledge is an initiative launched by Lake County Board 
Chairman Aaron Lawlor and the Sierra Club to inspire and engage community leaders and 
elected officials representing Lake County at all levels of government to use their voices and 
power to deliver local and bipartisan action on the climate crisis. As the Federal government 
abdicates its role in climate leadership, local governments: states, counties, and municipalities 
must lead the way. The science is clear, calling on us to take bold action to reduce our carbon 
footprint. By doing so we can also improve public health, create new jobs in the clean energy 
economy, and make sure Lake County’s communities are healthy and resilient for decades to 
come. Add your voice to our pledge and show that our communities are ready to lead.  
 
The pledge outlines three key pillars of climate action for Lake County: 
 

1. Move Lake County Beyond Coal 
 
Coal is responsible for 68% of our country’s carbon emissions in the electric sector and 
one of the greatest threats to stabilizing our climate. Indeed, here in Lake County, the 
Waukegan coal plant is our largest single source of carbon pollution. While economically 
disadvantaged communities disproportionately shoulder the burden of pollution, more 
low-income families live next to the Waukegan plant than any other operating coal plant 
in Illinois. As President Trump works to dismantle the Obama Administration’s signature 
climate policies to address coal pollution, communities are now left to take action 
plant-by-plant. I pledge to support a responsible transition plan beyond coal in Lake 
County as well as support new, sustainable investment opportunities for energy 
companies in our county. It is our shared responsibility to support a healthy, revitalized 
lakefront for Lake County’s largest city.  

 



 
 
 

2. Adopt Ambitious Clean Energy Goals 
 
The clean energy industry is one of the fastest growing sectors of the U.S. economy. We 
pledge to support a long-term vision of Lake County powered by 100% clean energy that 
delivers consumer and revenue savings, local job creation, and new business 
investment. While we can’t make this jump tomorrow, we know this is the direction we 
need to go. We believe in expanding access to the clean energy economy especially in 
Lake County communities that are economically disadvantaged and disproportionately 
burdened by pollution. The first step is seizing the opportunities of Illinois’ new clean 
energy policies from the Future Energy Jobs Act by strengthening local job training 
programs and working with clean energy developers to build public and private solar and 
energy efficiency projects.  

 
 

3. Build Climate-Resilient Infrastructure  
 
Lake County is already footing the bill for climate change as our communities brace for 
each big rain event that put a strain on our aging pipes and threaten Lake Michigan. 
Climate change calls for new infrastructure and stormwater management to protect our 
communities from costly flooding damage. Additionally, cars, trucks, and buses burning 
oil are emitting carbon pollution, and contributing to unsafe smog pollution in our 
communities, and as temperatures rise, the risk of bad air days increase. I pledge to 
support climate-resilient infrastructure development and a modern and sustainable 
transportation plan for Lake County that improves access to public transportation, biking, 
and electric vehicles.  

 
Join the Pledge: 
 
"With vision and determination, Lake County can move beyond coal, towards 100% clean 
energy future, and invest in fiscally and environmentally sustainable infrastructure.  Climate 
action isn't just an issue for our President fail on or Congressional leaders to ignore.  Climate 
action needs local leaders to step up and lead us forward, and it's going to start right here in 
Lake County! ” –Lake County Board Chairman Aaron Lawlor 
 
Here’s the official Lake County Climate Pledge Statement: 
 
“I am proud to add my name to the Lake County Climate Action Pledge. Our communities are 
already feeling the impacts of climate change but the actions we need to take will improve public 
health, strengthen our local economy, and build a more resilient County for decades to come. I 
support Lake County moving beyond coal, a long-term vision of 100% clean energy, and 
building smart, sustainable infrastructure and transportation plans. With a bold vision and 
courageous, bipartisan action at the local level, we can work together to make sure Lake County 
has a prosperous and sustainable future.”  
 
 


