
CITY OF BATAVIA 
  
DATE: September 8, 2015 
TO: Committee of the Whole – CS 
FROM: Joel Strassman, Planning and Zoning Officer 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION: Allowing Chickens on Certain Non-Residential Properties 
 
Summary 
A request has been made to allow chickens to be kept on a property that is not allowed to have chickens.  The COW 
may discuss whether to amend the City Code to allow keeping chickens on additional properties. 
 
Background 
In 2011, the City Council amended the City Code to allow occupied single family residences in single family zoning 
districts to have a coop and keep up to 8 hens.  This was in response to a number of homeowners seeking to keep 
chickens on their properties.  To date, the City has issued 20 building permits for chicken coops; most have been 
completed and are operational.  There have been few complaints from Batavia residents about properties that have 
chickens.  Keeping chickens is not allowed on any property that is not zoned for and used as a single family 
residence. 
 
Jocelyn Scotty, Head of Montessori Academy, inquired about building a chicken coop and keeping chickens on the 
school’s property.  Ms. Scotty submitted the attached information explaining the educational and developmental 
opportunities raising chickens provides for her students.  She also provided information on the type of coop they 
would use, where on the property it would be placed, care of chickens, and health and safety concerns. 
 
Alternatives 

1. If the COW is receptive to such consideration, the City Code could be amended to add properties zoned PFI 
Public Facilities and Institutional that are solely occupied by and used as schools to be allowed to have 
chickens.  The Code amendment can also include minimum distances from property lines for coops and its 
fenced outdoor area. 

2. If the COW feels the keeping of chickens should remain limited to occupied single family residences, the 
City Code would not be changed. 

Pros:   Allowing schools to keep chickens would increase educational and developmental opportunities as Ms. 
Scotty explains. 
Cons: There are potential impacts to surrounding properties that in the case of Montessori Academy may be 
minimal, but most schools in Batavia abut residential properties.  Residents of abutting properties are most likely to 
be impacted by the keeping of chickens. 
Budget Impact: Impacts to the City’s budget would be minimal. There are relatively few chicken coops now and any 
proposal to expand properties that can have coops can be limited in scope as suggested by staff in Alternative #1. 
Timeline for Action:  There is no specific timeline. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
The COW can discuss whether to consider amending the City Code to allow chickens on other properties.  The COW 
can direct staff to prepare draft amendments to the City Code based on the COW’s discussion, for presentation and 
consideration at an upcoming meeting.  
 
 
Attachment:  Letter to Joel Strassman from Jocelyn Scotty, with chicken coop information 
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August 4, 2015 

Joel Strassman 
Planning and Zoning Officer 
City of Batavia 
100 N. Island Avenue 
Batavia, IL 60510 

Dear Joel, 

Montessori Academy, a not-for-profit school located at 595 S. River Street, Batavia since 1971 would like 
to add a chicken coop to its’ 6 acre campus for educational purposes with our students ages 3-14.   

Educational Mission 

Montessori Academy provides students with an authentic Montessori educational philosophy that 
provides hands-on real world activities to build foundational skills. A focus on the natural world and our 
environment is large part of our curriculum. Meaningful activities that focus on how we care for and live 
in harmony with plants and animals in our world are a part of daily life for a student at Montessori 
Academy.  Currently, our students plant and tend organic gardens, utilize composters to reuse organic 
waste, care for classroom pets, utilize our nature trails alongside the fox river to collect specimens for 
scientific experiments and monitor our solar panel to record energy savings and usage. 

Montessori Academy would like to add a chicken coop to its’ campus to further develop our student’s 
opportunities for hands-on experience with  the natural world, specifically calling attention to where our 
food comes from and how we care for our animals affects the food they provide us. Specifically, the 
students will have the opportunities and responsibilities to do the following daily and weekly activities: 

Daily Schedule: Care and Egg Collection 

1. Morning Care(9:00am): Cleaning of coop, providing food and water and egg collection 
2. Afternoon Care (2:30pm): Cleaning of coop, providing food and water and egg collection 
3. Egg Sales: Older students will be responsible for Egg Sales twice a week to our enrolled families 

only. They will set up a sign up system, calculate the costs, determine the price, advertise and 
promote, package the eggs, deliver at pick up time and collect payment. 

4. Weekend and  Break Care will become part of our currently established parent volunteer sign up 



Location of Chicken Coop 

Montessori Academy’s “backyard” is currently home to our student playgrounds, sports fields, organic 
garden and composters.  For the safety of the chickens and the ease of incorporating chicken care into 
our daily class schedules we would like to locate the chicken coop in a sheltered area in between our 
two largest buildings on the campus, the “Primary” building  and our “Lower Elementary” building. The 
coop will be located immediately north of the Primary building as seen on the drawing. This location will 
allow us to run electricity to the chicken coop, provide an easy and safe walk for the students (especially 
in the winter), transport fresh water, and provide a quiet sheltered area away from the open fields. This 
location provides adequate distance from neighboring properties and adjacent streets.  From the street, 
our campus is visible from the parking lot entrance and exit only as we have large shrubs lining the 
street, so the chicken coop will not be visible from the street.  If necessary, however, emergency 
responders would have an easy view and access once on campus. 

Style and Size of Chicken Coop 

Montessori Academy will purchase the Extra Large Chicken Coop and Run from efowl.com: 

http://www.efowl.com/Extra_Large_Backyard_Coop_with_Nest_Box_and_Run_p/305-1014.htm 

We will start with the purchase of 4 juvenile hens for the first year and add 2- 4 more the second year. 
We will limit our total number to 8 or less. A document of the photo and dimensions of the Chicken 
Coop that will be installed is provided. 

Additional Chicken Care  

Heat lamps in the roosting area will be installed for use whenever the outdoor temperature is below 20 
degrees.  Tarps will be wrapped around the outside of the coop in the winter months as needed to 
provide insulation. A padlock will be installed at the top of the walk-in door to provide safety and 
security.  Food pellets and pine shavings will be stored in a separate locked storage bin next to the coop. 
Fresh veggies and other perishable chicken food will be kept in a dedicated and labeled area in the 
refrigerator in the Primary building kitchen. Collected eggs will also be stored in a dedicated and labeled 
area of the same refrigerator. 

Health and Safety 

To ensure the health and safety of the students/staff and parent volunteers the following protocol will 
be followed: 

1. Wash hands before and after caring for hens or collecting eggs. Gloves will be available for use. 
2. Boots must be worn inside the chicken coop. Rubber boots will be available for use.  
3. An adult must be present with students at all times. No more than 2 students per adult. 
4. The door to the coop must be re-latched closed upon entering the coop. 
5. Adults and students must walk slowly and quietly both around and inside the coop. 
6. No petting, picking up or touching of the hens. 

http://www.efowl.com/Extra_Large_Backyard_Coop_with_Nest_Box_and_Run_p/305-1014.htm


7. No putting face near hens. 
8. No hand feeding. 
9. Eggs must be refrigerated immediately upon collection. 

 

Effects on Surrounding Properties 

No negative effects are expected to surrounding properties. The location of the coop ensures very 
minimal noise, sight or odor issues for our neighbors. 

 

Thank you for considering our request and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Regards, 

 

Jocelyn Scotty 

Head of School  
Montessori Academy 
595 S. River Street 
Batavia, IL 60510 

630-879-2586 
Jocelyn@montessoribatavia.com 
www.montessoribatavia.com 

 

mailto:Jocelyn@montessoribatavia.com
http://www.montessoribatavia.com/




 

 

 

Dimensions: 
• Overall size : 95 1/2"L x 102 1/2"W x 74 5/8"H 
• Front Door Entrance: 24"W x 68"H 
• Back Door Opening: 20 3/4"W x 24 1/4"H 
• Side Doors: 27 1/2"W x 21 1/4"H 
• Interior Living Area: 29 3/4"L x 69 1/2"W x 25 - 47 1/2"H (sloped) 
• Nesting Box Sizes: 26 1/4"L x 13"W x 5 1/2 - 13 1/2"H (sloped) 
• Interior of Run: 61"L x 68 1/2"W x 49 - 73"H (sloped) 
• Additional Run Space Under Living Area: 29 1/2"L x 68 1/2"W x 22 3/4"H 
• Capacity: Approximately 6-10 Hens 
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