
 CITY OF BATAVIA 
 
DATE:           January 15, 2015 
TO:                 Mayor    & City Council 
FROM: Bill McGrath, City Administrator 
SUBJECT: Houston Street Design Status  (CD) 
 
We have continued to work with Altamanu and the park District to arrive at a design which 
satisfies the Council’s main criteria, that is, takes the street design back to the original along with 
inclusion of diagonal parking and deletion of the curbed bike path lane. 
 
We have a presentation with 2 sets of concepts attached to this memo which we would ask you to 
review.  It contains the first set and a second after our phone conference.  We received this 
presentation Thursday, but had seen the first concept earlier which we described to you in 
committee.  We have not had a chance to meet over it.  We need your input Tuesday evening to 
see if the “Islands in the River” concept addresses your basic requirements.  If so we will 
continue to refine the concept.  The estimate of probable cost cannot take place until a concept is 
arrived at.  
 
Basically, I think we all agree that the serious bikers will take to the street when confronted with 
any obstacle to speed and directness, so this is not about those users.  As a regional trail 
connection, we have to understand that we can’t design for absolutely all. 
 
It appears then that we need to design for  walkers on the trail, bikers on the trail, walkers 
crossing into the Riverwalk Park, the Depot museum, and bikers/walkers leaving the trail 
somewhere along here to head onto the public street/sidewalk network.  It is thought that the 
safest environment is one that slows everyone down.  People need to understand that this is part 
of downtown and is crowded part with many users, including the elderly and children.  
Segregating the bikers from the walkers by use of lanes whether curbed or not will contribute to 
a sense of exclusiveness and possibly lead to increases in speed and perhaps decreases in 
watchfulness. 
 
Altamanu has taken the tack, which staff supports, of considering the area from the trail just 
North of the Depot “Campus” along Houston including both cornets of Houston and Water and 
Houston and Island (which are decision points as well as crossings), and the City Hall plaza (to a 
certain degree) as one place with its own personality as opposed to just being a linear link.  This 
treatment (say a linear plaza) will contain landscaped or improved (benches, art) "islands" to 
break up the straight line paths which contribute to speed.  They also recommend use of different 
colors, shapes and materials to add visual cues that the area is just not quite so simple and thus 
one must slow down and pay attention.  PLEASE note that the location of the islands, and 
provisos for benches, racks, etc depicted are all conceptual.  
 
The Park District has been very cooperative and active in the process, for the most part focusing 
on visual protection of the Depot Museum, safety of access (thus use of islands as creating 



refuges),  addition of handicapped parking nearby, and dealing sensitively with some memorial 
trees and plaques.  
 
We think we are moving forward but have some issues still to work out: 

1. As mentioned, Altamanu has a strong desire to utilize color to provide interest and 
personality, and to slow down bicycle traffic.  They recommend Traffic Grip, a cold-
epoxy-applied film which can be laid directly over concrete, cut to any shape and can be 
made in any color.  It is being used in Chicago, primarily on highway ramps, and is said 
to be enduring, but we have yet to investigate that claim.  Stained or colored concrete has 
been considered and rejected as too expensive, presenting problems when it has to be 
replaced.  It also calls for more labor expense due to curved forming, segregated pours, 
etc.  Traffic Grip costs $100 per sq. yard, and doesn’t require the concrete to be ground 
beforehand as does the material we have used on Wilson.  We have a sample on the way.  
Frankly we thought the first concepts were too dependent upon color and we wanted to 
wait to see something that emphasized the basic concept of the islands better before we 
started hunkering down.  The colorful shapes did help persuade us that we have multiple 
tools to work with.   

 
2. Staff has suggested different textures of concrete which is still being discussed.  We have 

also suggested use of the 4700 sq. ft of pavers to primarily be used at the corners and in 
the center of the block where the crossing will be.  Certainly the pavers could be used to 
create curves as well.  However, regardless of shape, pavers require a concrete base, and 
cutting them into curves adds even more time and expense.  
 

3. The Park District has been supportive of the “conversion” of the fountain plaza to what 
would generally be a seating area overlooking the fountain and the pond.  This needs to 
be meshed with the traffic flows.  
 

4. Without having had a chance to meet together, the few remarks I have received today are 
to the effect that the second concept looks great re the fountain plaza, but the addition of 
so many small islands, and having them placed in a straight line, almost creates the 
condition we want to avoid, so the layout and number of islands in the first concept may 
be better. 
 

5. We are also looking at how to deal with the lack of a green parkway next to the curb as 
well as the need to consider the overhang of the vehicles.  Some small green areas have 
been suggested, but protecting them from constant wear may be an issue.  We are looking 
at landscaping that won’t necessarily be trashed: tall grasses, trees, decorative railings or 
strategically placed benches, trash cans, etc.  
 

6. As we mentioned the other night we have settled on the same lighting plan you approved 
some time ago.  You desired to keep with the “Riverwalk" lights for the pedestrian level 
and the more modern River Street types for the street illumination.  
 

All in all, we are happy with the direction and it will make this area a special place as opposed to 
the dull boundary it currently is.  



 
Staff recommends that the COW endorses the Islands in the River concept so staff can continue 
to move forward with Houston Street design.   
  
This matter will be on the January 20th special Committee of the Whole Agenda for discussion. 
 
Thank you  
 
Attachment: Houston Concept Presentation 
 
C: Department Heads  
 



City of Batavia  
Houston Street Alternate Design 

January 15th,  2015  

Existing Conditions  



Another example of Pedestrian Bike shared space   

Copenhagen 



Concept “Islands on the River” 
Scheme 4 



Trees removed to show mounds and example of seating 

Mounds and Trees  



Mounds trees and color 



Detail of east end  



Plaza 



West End 



Previous Schemes for Reference 
 
 



Putting it all Together Scheme 1 
Concept “Islands on the River” 









Putting it all Together Scheme 2 
Concept “Islands on the River” 





Comparison 



Comparison 



Comparison 



Putting it all Together Scheme 3 
Concept “Islands on the River” 
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