
Helpful Information About:

Protecting Your
Children on the
Internet

State Representative

Keith Farnham
43RD DISTRICT

If you need further assistance, please contact:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Keith Farnham
164 Division Street 

Suite 505 
Elgin, IL  60120  
(847) 841-7130 

(847) 841-7140 FAX     
krfarnham@gmail.com

Brochures on other issues of interest may be obtained
by contacting Rep. Farnham at the above address.

The Internet presents new issues and 
concerns for families.  To help parents 

facing these new challenges, here are some 
guidelines to follow when teaching children 
to safely “surf the Net”:

• Get involved. Know the websites your 
 children visit. Use software to filter 
 inappropriate content and to see what 
 sites your children have been viewing.
• Never allow children to arrange a face-to-
 face meeting with someone they met online
   without your consent.
• Remember that people online may not
 be who they claim to be.
• Remember that what you see and read
 online may not be true.
• Set reasonable computer guidelines 
   for your children.
• Keep the computer in the family room.
 Don’t put a computer with Internet access  
   in your children’s rooms.
• Instruct your children to tell you 
   immediately if they see any information 
   that makes them feel uncomfortable.
• Remind your children never
 to send any personal information 
   without your approval.

Tips for Parents
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Blocking Adult Material
Much of the content on the Internet is uncensored and intended for adult 

audiences only. Unfortunately, with only a few mouse clicks it’s easy for a child to be 
exposed to material completely inappropriate for a minor to view.

Most online services allow parents to limit their children’s access to material on the Internet. 
Check for these options when you first subscribe to a service.

Several software programs are also available to prevent children from accessing materials on the Internet 
that parents deem inappropriate. Check with your local computer store or Internet browser manufacturer 
for more information on these programs.

Preventing Harassment
Because there is little regulation of the Internet, it’s possible that your child might encounter e-mails or 
instant messages that are harassing or threatening. You should encourage your children to tell you if they 
encounter any messages that are inappropriate or make them feel uncomfortable.

If you or your child has received a message of this nature, contact your service provider immediately. Be 
sure to provide a copy of the offending material. You might also consider changing your user name or 
e-mail address to avoid receiving offensive material.

Protecting Your Child’s Identity 
Many parents fear that children might reveal their personal information online. It’s a fear that is well-
founded. By revealing a personal address or phone number to an anonymous contact online, children can 
put themselves and their family in danger. In some cases, pedophiles use online services to gain a child’s 
confidence and arrange a face-to-face meeting.

Children should never give out information that can be used to identify them online. This includes a 
home address, a school name or a telephone number. Consider having your children use a pseudonym 
and unlisting your child’s name from public e-mail directories.

Never allow a child to arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone they have met online.

ONLINE RISKS TO CHILDREN AND
HOW YOU CAN REDUCE THEM

Dear Neighbor,
Perhaps nothing today is doing more to 

expand our horizons than the amazing growth 
of the Internet. With a click of your mouse, 
you can make a purchase, send a message to 
someone on the other side of the globe, or 
find the information needed to complete a 
school project.

But this new technology also brings risks, 
especially to children. Trusting and curious 
kids are easy targets for Internet predators 
who use the ease of access to take advantage 
of children. Parental supervision is essential 
to ensure that your child uses the Internet in a 
safe manner without becoming a victim.

The Internet offers new challenges to 
parents who are trying to raise their children 
properly. That’s why I have prepared this 
brochure outlining the risks to children, and 
helpful tips on how you can protect them.

I hope you find this information helpful. 
As always, please call my office if you have 
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Keith Farnham
State Representative • 43rd District
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