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32 CHICAGO AREA DEFENDANTS ALLEGEDLY OBTAINED NEARLY 
$874,000 IN FRAUDULENT UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS 

 
         
 CHICAGO — Thirty-two Chicago area defendants have been charged separately with 

fraudulently obtaining thousands of dollars each in unemployment benefits from the Illinois 

Department of Employment Security (IDES), federal law enforcement officials announced today.  

In each case, the defendants allegedly lied about their eligibility for benefits by either falsely 

claiming to be unemployed or underreporting their income, and fraudulently obtained benefits 

ranging from $19,399 to $38,798.  Altogether, the charges allege that IDES was defrauded out of 

nearly $874,000.  

 Twenty-seven of the defendants were charged with felony theft of federal funds, and five 

were charged with misdemeanor theft counts in 32 separate criminal informations or grand jury 

indictments filed as recently as yesterday in U.S. District Court in Chicago.  According to the 

charges, each defendant applied for unemployment insurance benefits, falsely certified their 

continuing eligibility to receive payments, and fraudulently collected benefits to which they were 

not entitled while gainfully employed in various occupations. 
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In Illinois, unemployment insurance benefits typically are funded primarily by 

contributions from employers, with IDES’ administrative costs funded primarily by the federal 

government.  During periods of high unemployment, however, the U.S. Treasury also funds 

unemployment payments. 

The charges were announced by Gary S. Shapiro, Acting United States Attorney for the 

Northern District of Illinois; James Vanderberg, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago 

Regional Office of the U.S. Department of Labor Office of Inspector General; and Thomas P. 

Brady, Inspector-in-Charge of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service in Chicago.  The U.S. Postal 

Service Office of Inspector General assisted with the investigation of one defendant, a mail 

carrier.  The federal agencies conducted the criminal investigations following referrals of 

suspected fraud from IDES. 

 “The unemployment insurance program is intended to provide financial assistance to 

workers who are unemployed due to no fault of their own.  We will continue to work with our law 

enforcement partners to investigate those who allegedly engage in fraudulent schemes against this 

and other Department of Labor programs,” Mr. Vanderberg said. 

 “Unemployment insurance benefits provide assistance to families during difficult times.  

When a person is not entitled to use these benefits, and they mislead and misuse the system, they 

jeopardize the integrity of a program meant for honest and deserving families.  There are 

consequences for committing unemployment insurance fraud and the U.S. Postal Inspection 

Service takes this alleged criminal activity very seriously,” Mr. Brady said. 

 In each case, restitution is mandatory and the felony theft counts carry a maximum penalty 

of 10 years in prison and a $250,000 fine, while the misdemeanor theft counts carry a maximum 
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penalty of a year in prison and a $100,000 fine.  The indictments and informations contain only 

charges and are not evidence of guilt.  The defendants are presumed innocent and are entitled to a 

fair trial at which the government has the burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

 The defendants and alleged fraud amount in each case follow: 

 KANYA BOOSE, 37, of Chicago, $32,567; (AUSA Philip Fluhr, Jr.); 

 ANTOINETTE BURRELL, 63, of Chicago, $29,652 (AUSA Naana Frimpong); 

ANTHONY COLLINS, 56, of Chicago, $25,280; (AUSA Raj Laud); 
 
ERIC CRIBBS, 40, of Matteson, $20,423; (AUSA Katherine Sawyer); 
 
JEREMIAH DOBINE, 32, of Chicago, $25,600 (AUSA Matthew Hiller); 
 
MARIA GUZMAN, 48, of Chicago, $38,271 (AUSA Ryan Fayhee); 

 
MANUSYA HEINRICHS, 44, of Buffalo Grove, $27,950, misdemeanor (AUSA 
Paul Tzur); 

 
LASANDRA HERRON, 45, of Chicago, $20,200 (AUSA Boling Haxall); 

 
NICOLE HOLCOMB, 30, of Chicago, $27,168 (AUSA Sawyer);  

 
NICOLE HOWELL, 40, of Park Forest, $25,985 (AUSA Sawyer); 

 
ALLEN JONES, 45, of Kankakee, $21,242.  Jones was charged with, and pleaded 
guilty to, a misdemeanor, and is awaiting sentencing on March 26.  (AUSA Nicole 
Kim); 

 
THEARS JUDKINS IV, 29, of Chicago, $32,831 (AUSA Frimpong); 

 
JOSEPH J. KUBAT III, 51, of Westmont, $28,222, misdemeanor (AUSA Kate 
Zell);  

 
OLYMPIA LOVE, 31, of Flossmoor, $26,562 (AUSA Hiller); 

 
JAMIE MASTERSON, 26, of Carpentersville, $27,049 (AUSA Tzur); 

 
CHRISTOPHER McDONALD, 34, of Chicago, $20,740 (AUSA Laud); 
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DARLENE McGEE, 41, of Joliet, $23,560 (AUSA Haxall); 

 
JOSEPH MORGANFIELD, 48, of Bolingbrook, $26,054 (AUSA Zell); 

 
MANUEL NIEVES, 35, of LaGrange, $25,216 (AUSA Haxall); 

 
THEAROS NOU, 40, of Chicago, $27,170 (AUSA Christopher Stetler); 

 
TONY ROBINSON, 50, of Chicago, $25,935 (AUSA Hiller); 

 
CAREY SILLS, 64, of Chicago, $36,615 (AUSA Fayhee); 

 
COURTNEY SMITH, 41, of Lockport, $31,055 (AUSA Fluhr); 

 
CURTIS SMITH, 58, of Chicago, $32,494 (AUSA Laud); 

 
STEVEN STEINBERG, 61, of Buffalo Grove, $19,680.  Steinberg was charged 
with, and pleaded guilty to, a misdemeanor.  He paid full restitution and was 
sentenced to a year’s probation.  (AUSA Stetler);   

 
LAUREL STEVENS, 46, of Chicago, $23,392 (AUSA Stetler);  

 
SHAWN SUTTON, 46, of Chicago, $24,257 (AUSA Fluhr); 

 
MICHAEL THORNTON, 47, of Chicago, $35,697 (AUSA Frimpong); 

 
GREGORY THRASHER, 36, of Calumet, $25,240 (AUSA Sawyer); 

 
MARK VANDENBARK, 38, of Naperville, $19,399, misdemeanor (AUSA Zell); 

 
NELDA WARD, 41, of Chicago, $38,798 (AUSA Bill Thomas); and 

 
LORETTA WASHINGTON, 35, of Alsip, $29,685 (AUSA Fayhee). 

 
# # # 


