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Beethoven's Buddies was developed to facilitate cognitive and
emotional development for students with intellectual and
developmental delays. Designed to serve children with mild to
profound physical and cognitive challenges, our innovative
program helps your child discover the joy of music while reinforcing
important life skills.
Benefits of the program include:
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• Strengthening gross and fine motor skills, self-esteem, and language development
• Enabling self-expression and creativity
• Providing social interaction
• Connecting families who are raising children with developmental and intellectual challenges
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$235/15 weeks
Students, ages 7–12, learn basic musical concepts through song and movement. Learning
activities are enhanced with rhythm instruments such as shakers and drums. A great first
musical experience! Parent attends class with
student.

30-minute private lessons based on individual
IEPs. CSA Beethoven's Buddies faculty members, Dr. Beth Bauer and Kaitlin Martin, teach
the lessons. Students are encouraged to
participate in an annual studio recital.
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SAT 1:30–2:15 pm | Pierce 104 | Kaitlin Martin
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$92/15 weeks
Clementi's Colorful Chimes is a group instrumental class for children with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. All music is modified and color-coded to meet the needs of the
class. Parent attends class with student.
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SAT 2:30–3 pm | Pierce 104 | Kaitlin Martin
Prerequisite: 1 semester of Little Maestros or
private lessons.
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Musical objectives include the recognition
and understanding of:
• High and low pitches
• Fast and slow tempi
• Loud and soft
• Same and different
• Rhythm reading
• Music reading
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• Speech Development
simple phonemes, sign language,
whole words, and sentences
• Integration of Picture Education (PECS)
in-class scheduling, transition time,
decision making, and choices
• Social Skills
greetings, salutations, sharing, listening,
and pragmatic skills
• Emotional Skills
self esteem, acceptance
• Cognitive Skills
imitation, counting, reding readiness,
decision making, problem solving and
direction following
• Physical Abilities
Further development of locomotor and
non-locomotor movement

program
recognition
Beethoven’s Buddies has been featured by:
• NBC National News
• Chicago Tribune
• Indiana University Fanfare
• MTNA Conference
• National Conference of Keyboard
Pedagogy
• Daily Herald
• Clavier Companion

how to register

Download and complete a registration form
(csa.wheaton.edu/registration/index.html).
Submit with $35 new student registration fee to:
Community School of the Arts
501 College Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 60187
After registration, parents will be asked to submit the student’s IEP as a basis for instruction
and consistency, and hold a phone interview
with Dr. Bauer. The program coordinator will
then assign specific class/lesson enrollment
based on the placement interview and IEP.

faculty
Beth Bauer, DME
Coordinator/Instructor
Beth holds a Doctorate in Music Education,
with minors in Special Education and
Individualized Studies from Indiana
University’s Jacobs School of Music.
Beth’s dissertation was titled, “What is an
appropriate approach to piano instruction
for students with Down syndrome?” Private
piano instuctor for 20 years, teaching
students of all abilities, with expertise
teaching students with developmental
and intellectual disabilities. Beth is also
on the faculty of the Wheaton College
Conservatory where she oversees the
pedagogy degree and music internships.
Kaitlin Martin, BME
Instructor
Kaitlin Martin received her Bachelor’s in
Music Education from Wheaton College,
where she specialized in piano and in
music for students with special needs.
She has taught music and classroom
subjects at two therapeutic day schools,
including Little Friends’ Krejci Academy
and Elim Christian. She also works for the
IL Dept of Human Services as a personal
respite care worker and is a member of
the Music Educators National Conference. Kaitlin has taught piano in the
Beethoven’s Buddies program since June
2007. She has been certified to teach
the Musikgarten early childhood music
curricula, which she incorporates into the
Little Maestros classes at CSA.

questions?
Contact the CSA office M–F 8am–3pm:
p 630.752.5567 | f 630-752-5100
Visit us online anytime:
csa.wheaton.edu | csa@wheaton.edu
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