
 CITY OF BATAVIA 
 
 
DATE:  October 20, 2017 
TO:  Committee of the Whole - CS    
FROM:  Gary Holm 
SUBJECT: Bike Path Route – Wastewater Treatment Facility – Potential 

Realignment Options 
  
City Council approved a contract with Trotter and Associates to evaluate various options for 
realigning the regional bike path that currently is located west of the wastewater treatment 
facility. 
 
Staff worked with Trotter to develop different design options.  Those options were then 
presented to the Bike Commission at a meeting with Staff in mid-August.  Trotter’s summary 
memo along with sketches of the options is attached to this memo.  The four identified options 
are described below: 
 
Concept #1 – Relocate path on treatment plant property.  This is the Bike Commission’s 
preferred option.  This option would include construction of a new bike path and associated 
railings / concrete retaining wall along the south and east sides of the treatment plant property.  
This option is the most expensive due to the measures needed to construct the path immediately 
adjacent to the river; however, this option may also qualify for ITEP grant funding.  If the City 
were to get an ITEP grant, then a majority of the project costs would be paid for by grant funds.  
City Staff agrees that this option would provide ideal views for users of the bike path; however, 
we remain concerned about the logistics of constructing the project in combination with future 
treatment plant projects.  We also are concerned about the overall project cost.  Even if the City 
is successful in obtaining grants, the City portion of the project costs will still be substantial. 
 
Concept #2 – While this option would provide great views of the downtown via another 
pedestrian bridge, Staff and the Bike Commission do not feel that it is the best option.  This 
concept directs bike riders to the east side path where they then have to cross back over to the 
west side of the river via Clark Island.  This option would have a significant impact on the Park 
District’s ball fields.  In summary, we do not recommend this option. 
 
Concept #3 – Staff was in favor of this concept when it was first proposed; however, events in 
recent weeks have caused Staff to re-evaluate our position.  We were recently approached by the 
business owners from the building at the SE corner of First and Water.  The business owners 
were concerned about bike riders cutting through their private alley.  The City felt that they had a 
legitimate concern and we erected additional signage to help direct bike riders towards the 
designated path.  We feel that concept #3 would once again encourage bike riders to use the 
private alley.  Therefore, we no longer support this option.  Several Bike Commission members 
also expressed concern with this option in that it directed riders through the very busy 
intersections of First/Water and Wilson/Water.  We do not recommend this option.   
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Concept #4 – Staff continues to support this option.  This option utilizes Flinn Street as the 
connection between the path and S. Shumway Ave.  Staff disagrees somewhat with the Bike 
Commission in that we do not feel the potential “hazards” on Flinn St. are any worse or better 
than the “hazards” faced by riders as they continue north on Shumway/Island and then west on 
Houston.  Staff does not feel that the “hazards” on Flinn Street are significant enough to 
disqualify this option from consideration.  This option is the least expensive option (zero cost) 
and can remain in place on a permanent basis if so desired.  This option could be modified in the 
future to eliminate the use of Flinn St. by requiring the property owner to the north to dedicate 
property to the City as part of a future development.   
 
 
Recommendation – Staff is recommending that we continue to pursue funding options for 
Concept #1.  If the City is successful in obtaining ITEP or some other funding for the project, 
then City Council can evaluate at that time whether to move forward or not.  In the interim Staff 
is recommending option #4 and the utilization of Flinn St. as the connection between the path 
and S. Shumway Ave.  Staff feels that this option could be used on a permanent basis if desired 
by the City.  Staff recommends against further consideration of Options #2 & #3.  
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Memorandum 

Date: July 26, 2017 

To: City of Batavia 

From: Scott Trotter/Susan Novak, Trotter & Associates, Inc. 

Subject: Concepts 1-4 Bike Path Realignment 

 

Concept 1: 

 

The bike path alignment for Concept 1 considers construction along the riverfront of the Fox River, 

with a 10’ wide path and 1’ concrete “ribbon” along the outside of the path.   

The concept design has evaluated the elevations of the path to maintain a relatively flat profile and 

keep the path at a higher elevation so that it is accessible during high water conditions.  Due to the 

existing topography and proposed WWTP expansion, the concept requires a concrete wall along 

the river in order to maintain grade, provide access during high water flows, and protect the path 

and surrounding areas from flood conditions.    

    

 

Regulatory requirements for final design, permitting, and construction would include: Army 

Corps, IEPA Water Quality, IDNR, and the City of Batavia. 

 

 The estimated cost of construction for Concept 1 is: $4.5M – $5.0M 

Estimated costs of construction include Phase I – Phase III Engineering Services 
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Concept 2: 

 

The bike path alignment for Concept 2 considers connecting to the existing path at the south end 

of the WWTP and providing a river crossing south of the baseball field.  A new ‘on grade’ asphalt 

path is proposed to be constructed along the west side of the baseball diamond and will then 

connect the users back to the existing bike path at that location.  

This concept will provide the option for users to continue northbound on the path along the east 

side of the Fox River, or cross the river within the islands utilizing the existing bridges to head 

northbound towards the existing bike path along Shumway Avenue and down to City Center. 

The preliminary projection for a single span bridge crossing is estimated to be between 280’-300’ 

in length and will require dampers and a tydar system.  The top of deck elevation of the bridge 

accounted for the requirement that the bridge structure maintains a 3’ clearance between the 100-

year elevation and the bottom of the bridge.  The preliminary estimate was the depth of the bridge 

from the top of deck to the bottom support would be 24”, and is subject to change during final 

design. 

 

 
 

Regulatory requirements for final design, permitting, and construction would include: Army 

Corps, IEPA Water Quality, IDNR, and the City of Batavia. 

 

 

The estimated cost of construction for Concept 2 is: $2.8M – $3.1M 

Estimated costs of construction include Phase I – Phase III Engineering Services 
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July 26, 2017 

 

Concept 3: 

The bike path alignment for Concept 3 considers connecting to the existing path at Union Avenue 

at the south end of the WWTP and provide a new path along the existing City’s property up to 

Water Street.  This new path would be separate from the existing driveway that Batavia Enterprises 

Inc. uses for access, but will require retaining walls on both sides of the path due to the existing 

topography.  The path was considered to maintain a 3%-5% slope in the section of path that 

requires retaining walls. 

The path would then continue along Water Street, with a designated striped bike lane.  This would 

require new regulatory traffic signage, designated (brick or striped) crossings at all intersections, 

re-striping of Water Street, and would eliminate existing parking along Water Street (estimated at 

61 spaces). 

This concept does not include any curb removal and replacement, or pavement restoration along 

Water Street. 

 

 
Regulatory requirements for final design, permitting, and construction would include: City of 

Batavia. 

The estimated cost of construction for Concept 3 is: $1.2M – $1.3M 

Estimated costs of construction include Phase I – Phase III Engineering Services  
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Concept 4: 

 

The bike path alignment for Concept 4 considers the existing bike path alignment on the North 

side of the WWTP and the proposed improvements for Flinn Street, Shumway Avenue, and the 

WWTP.  Concept 4 eliminates the parking on the south side of Flinn Street intended for the new 

Administration Building for the WWTP and would maintain separation of street traffic along Flinn 

Street and the proposed bike path. 

Since the majority of this path is under contract with the existing WWTP improvements, it is 

considered that the cost to change of the path alignment would be negligible. 

 

 
 

Regulatory requirements for final design, permitting, and construction would include: City of 

Batavia. 

 

 

The estimated cost of construction for Concept 4 is: Negligible 

Estimated costs of construction include Phase I – Phase III Engineering Services 
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