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In the wake of scandals in the administrations of former Governor’s 
Ryan and Blagojevich, the General Assembly passed a sweeping 
set of government reform bills. Representative Farnham supported 
measures that:

Strengthen the state’s Freedom of Information Act to make it 
easier for everyone to gain access to government documents 
Impose reforms on the state procurement system to prevent 
pay-to-play politics that rip off taxpayers
Overhaul the operations of the state pension systems to protect 
taxpayers and retirees and prevent scams
Make it harder for legislators to approve their own pay increases, 
block 3% cost-of-living salary increases for elected officials, and 
require lawmakers to take 12 unpaid furlough days to balance 
the budget
Broaden the state Ethics Act to protect whistleblowers, impose 
tougher revolving-door prohibitions, prevent conflicts of interest, 
provide greater investigative powers to inspectors general, 
and create tougher regulation and disclosure requirements for 
lobbyists
Require the state to create the online Illinois Transparency and 
Accountability Portal (ITAP) to provide direct easy access to 
details about how the state spends taxpayers’ money. 

Several of these measures have been signed into law and others 
will be the subject of additional consideration during the General 
Assembly’s October Veto Session.

Government  Reform
& Ethics Legislation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

To address the threat to community stability and home values 
in our area, Representative Farnham backed House Bill 4011. It 
enrolls the state in the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and 
Registry (NMLSR), to stop abusive lending practices by unscrupulous 
financial institutions.  Representative Farnham has also urged our 
U.S. Congressmen and Senators to take the steps necessary to close 
the circle and tighten restrictions on the national level for federally 
chartered financial institutions.

Preventing Mortgage Fraud
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Dear Neighbor,

I am honored to be your State Representative and serve as your voice in Springfield.  
This newsletter is an update on some issues I have worked on in my first year in office.  

Since taking office in January, I have worked to be an accessible legislator.  I have 
created citizen advisory committees, hosted coffee shop stops, extended office hours, 
town hall meetings and small business listening tours so that I can hear your concerns 
and suggestions.  I also sponsored several events to inform area residents about state 
resources and bring programs to our district, like a Senior Health Fair, a Financial 
Services Expo, a Youth Fitness Challenge and a Nature and Science Exploration Day. 

I welcome the opportunity to speak with constituents and learn what issues and 
concerns matter most to you, so I can better represent our district in Springfield.  
Please do not hesitate to contact my constituent service office 
at (847) 841-7130 or email me at krfarnham@gmail.com.  
If you are in the area, please stop by my office, 
located at 216 Prairie Street, Suite 1, in Elgin.

Sincerely, 

Keith Farnham
State Representative, 43rd District
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The sexual exploitation of children is a serious problem with profound 
and devastating consequences for its victims. Legislation supported 
by Representative Farnham provides law enforcement with additional 
means to pursue child pornographers and predators.

House Bill 2670 removes the statute of limitations for the prosecution of 
those who film, videotape, photograph, or use a computer to depict a 
child under 18 years of age or a severely or profoundly mentally retarded 
person engaging in sexual acts.  

Another measure, House Bill 3676, creates a new felony criminal offense 
known as “grooming,” which means to use a computer internet service 
or other electronic means to seduce, solicit, lure, or entice a child or a 
child’s guardian to commit a sex offense. The bill also makes it a felony 
to travel with the intent to engage in a sex act with a child who was 
solicited online. 

New Efforts to Stop 
Child Pornography & Predators

November 13, 2009 • 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Representative Farnham will be co-sponsoring a Job 

Fair at Elgin Community College’s Spartan Event Center, 
located at 1700 Spartan Drive in Elgin.  This job fair brings 

employers that have immediate job openings together 
with area residents searching for employment.  Attendees 

should wear business attire and bring copies of their 
resume, cover letters and references for employers. 

House Bill 210, co-sponsored by Representative Farnham, appropriates 
$8.39 billion and allows the state to access $6.75 billion in federal 
stimulus funds from the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009.  It is estimated that 182,000 jobs will be created in Illinois 
over the next three years because of this legislation.  

Farnham passed House Bill 3637 to encourage businesses to restore, 
refurbish and retrofit buildings that have been vacant for 90 days.  If 
money is appropriated, this program will provide interest free loans and 
flexible repayment plans to businesses who upgrade vacant buildings 
instead of leaving them as eyesores in the community. 

Creating Jobs and Boosting the 
Economy is a Top Priority 
for Representative Farnham

Resources to Help Those Looking for Work 

Representative Farnham’s constituent service office can help point 
you in the right direction if you are looking for information on 
career planning, improving your education, learning about fields 
with good future growth potential, assistance programs for laid off 
workers, and other resources to help you find a job.

A new law sponsored by Farnham states that a person who 
receives regular unemployment benefits, exhausts them, and still 
is out of work and actively seeking employment, may be eligible 
for an additional 20 weeks of assistance if they meet certain 
qualifications. To determine if you are eligible, go online to
www.ides.state.il.us or call 1-888-337-7234.

Representative Farnham’s first bill signed into law was House Bill 706, which 
requires the Department of Health and Family Services to evaluate the 
availability of health care services for Illinois veterans to ensure they receive 
the highest quality of care.  

To encourage employers to hire veterans who served in Operations Desert 
Storm, Enduring Freedom, or Iraqi Freedom, Representative Farnham 
helped pass Senate Bill 2046 to provide a 10% tax credit (up to $1,200) on 
the wages paid to veterans. 

To protect older adults in nursing homes from criminals, Farnham supports 
a new law, Public Act 95-0079, which requires criminal background checks 
for employees who provide direct care to seniors in assisted living and 
shared home facilities.

Looking Out for Veterans 
and Seniors

Representative Farnham is calling for nominations for his “Good Neighbor” Business of 
the Year Award to recognize area businesses that strive to improve the quality of life in our 
neighborhoods.  Nominations must be submitted to Representative Farnham’s constituent 
service office by November 15, 2009.  Winners will be chosen by Representative Farnham’s 

Economic Development Advisory Committee, announced in January and formally recognized 
with a Resolution adopted by the Illinois House of Representatives honoring their achievements.

“Good Neighbor” Business of the Year Nominee ______________________________________

Business Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________ Contact Person at Business ________________________________

Reason You are Nominating the Business as a “Good Neighbor” ________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Person Submitting Nomination ______________________________________________

Address________________________________City, State, Zip _____________________________

Phone ___________________ E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Please attach any additional information you would like to share and return your completed 
application for State Representative Keith Farnham’s “Good Neighbor” Business of the Year 

Award to Representative Farnham’s Constituent Service Office, 216 Prairie Street, Suite 1, 
Elgin, IL 60120 or fax to (847) 841-7140.

All nominations will be kept private.

#

#
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