
WHAT EVERYONE IS SAYING ABOUT BARB SMITH… 
 
Tara VanDerveer | Head Coach at Stanford 
“I am really excited for Barb and Illinois State. I think it is a great opportunity for both. I know Illinois State has a great tradition of 
women’s basketball and it’s a great fit with Barb Smith. I have known Barb since she was 18 years old and coached her at Ohio State. 
There is not a better person that Illinois State could hire and I know that she will work really hard. She is very knowledgeable. So, I 
expect great things from the Redbirds.”  
 
Lisa Stone | Head Coach at Saint Louis University 
“I am thrilled and extremely happy that Barb Smith is the new head coach at Illinois State. She is a veteran of the business and has 
been many places. I couldn’t be happier for a woman who is one of the best basketball minds around, a wonderful person and a great 
fit at Illinois State.”  
 
Ceal Barry | Associate Athletics Director of Student Services and SWA at Colorado | Former coach at Colorado  
“Illinois State is getting a person of high integrity. Barb has tremendous passion for the game of basketball. She is a leader and an 
excellent teacher. I am very excited for both Barb and Illinois State. I think it is a great match.”  
 
Suzy Merchant | Head coach at Michigan State  
“Barb Smith has been a proven recruiter in our profession, as well as a tremendous teacher of the game. Her work ethic, along with 
those two qualities, will make her extremely successful at Illinois State.” 
 
Bill Fennelly | Head coach at Iowa State  
“Illinois State is a place that is truly special and has had a long list of outstanding women’s basketball coaches, and Barb Smith is going 
to follow in that line of great coaches. People love Barb and she is well respected in the coaching community. I think when this move 
gets out, everyone will think it’s a great hire by Illinois State and we are certainly excited to have Barb in a head coaching role. She 
does things the right way and will continue the great tradition of Redbird women’s basketball.”  
 
Sharon Versyp | Head coach at Purdue 
“Barb Smith is a very good hire. She has many years of experience at all levels of college basketball. She is a very good recruiter and 
understands how to manage a group of young women, as well as understanding the game and being able to do a great job of teaching 
the game to the young student-athletes.”  
 
Danielle O’Banion | Head coach at Kent State 
“I think obviously this is a great opportunity for Barb, but I also think it’s a good opportunity for Illinois State and the surrounding 
community. Barb is truly one of the nicest and purest individuals in this business. She will make an immediate impact, not only in the 
locker room, but in the community. I am happy for her, because she is genuinely invested in improving the lives of the young people 
she works with, and I am eager to follow her success.” 
 
Caren Horstmeyer | Former head coach at California 
“First of all, I think Illinois State can be very excited about making the hire of Barb Smith taking over the women’s basketball program, 
because not only is she an amazing game and practice coach, but she has a unique and fantastic ability to connect with the players. If 
you can put the knowledge of the game that she has, together with developing players’ skills, along with the ability to communicate with 
the players as she does, it is an incredible strength. Her extraordinary communication skills will elevate this program to great new 
levels. She is going to represent the school very well from a basketball perspective, but also from an integrity aspect.”  
 
Lt. Kay Childers | Former player at Minnesota  
“The only thing I can say about Barb is she doesn’t only make you a better player, but a better person in life in general. She is a very 
hands-on coach and is all about the players. She genuinely cares about her players, who they are and what is going on in their lives, 
which is who she is.”  
 
Brian Cosgrove | High school coach from Minnesota  
“She is a tireless worker and a great coach. She is compassionate for her No. 1 player all the way down to her 15th player, and that 
makes her a great coach. I wouldn’t have any doubt to send my daughter there. Illinois State is lucky to get her, and I think it will be a 
great fit.”  
 


