
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn Westlake Middle School... “The school that believes in the success of every student”  

 
April 10, 2012 
 
Dear Parents and or Guardians, 
 
We are very happy to share with you some exciting changes that are happening at Westlake for the 2012-2013 school year.  
 
To begin with, our Algebra class will now be a two year course that will start in the 7th grade, instead of only being an 8th 
grade course.  Our goal is to increase the number of students who take this class and for them to successfully complete Algebra 
in the middle school in order to start Geometry as Freshmen.  Having the students take this course over two years, provides 
them the opportunity to delve into greater depth of the Algebra concepts.  In addition, increased Pre-Algebra classes will be 
taught in the 6th grade.   
 
Recently, the Board of Education approved the upcoming technology addition of 1:1 computers for all students at GWMS.  
Beginning the 2013-2014 school year, all 6th graders in the building will be given an individual laptop computer.  In each 
subsequent year, the entering class into Westlake will also be given an individual laptop.  The goal is for all students at GWMS 
to have an individual laptop computer by the start of 2015- 2016.   
 
In the past, we have had numerous parental requests asking for more students to be able to participate in our foreign language 
program. We have been able to accommodate those requests by doubling the amount of students who are able to take either 
Spanish or French.  Now, students in all three grade levels can take a foreign language course, if they qualify.   
 
In addition, two programs unique to GWMS, are Math Lab, which provides small group support to struggling students in the 
area of Math, and Literacy Lab, which reinforces reading skills and concepts for those students who may have some difficulty in 
reading.  Both of these courses provide students with interventions that directly meet their academic needs.  
 
With the additional foreign language and labs, changes within our humanities department will occur.  Due to the increased 
number of students who have qualified and have chosen to take a foreign language course, and those students who are eligible 
for Math Lab and Literacy Lab support, result in the reduction or elimination of some of our humanities classes.  This is due to 
the fact that Foreign Language, Math Lab, Literacy Lab, and humanities all meet at the same time during the school day.  At 
this time, we do not have the numbers to fill our current humanities classes. We want you to be aware that General Music will 
not be offered for next year, the Study Skills course will be reduced to one section at 6th grade, and the two technology classes 
will be combined into one broader technology class. 
 
Finally, the band, orchestra, and choral programs will continue to be available for our students to participate in music.  Those 
programs will remain the same as in the past.   
 
District 44 is very fortunate to provide all of these unique academic opportunities for our students.  We are excited about all of 
the upcoming changes that will benefit our students.  We thank you, as always for your continued support of GWMS.   
 
If you have an questions and/or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience.   
 
Thanks, 
 
Phil 
Principal   
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