
DuPage County Receives Governor’s Environmental Sustainability Award

As Vice Chairman of the Environmental Committee, Rita
Gonzalez said DuPage County was recently recognized as a
leader for its commitment to environmental excellence through
the Governor’s Sustainability Award. DuPage County is the first,
out of 102 counties to receive this award. 

“We are honored to be recognized by the Governor for DuPage
County’s sustainable initiatives. The award validates our efforts
to fulfill the social and economic requirements of present and
future generations,” said Gonzalez.

The Governor’s Sustainability Awards program recognizes public
and private organizations in the State of Illinois for significant
achievements in protecting the environment through sustainable
practices.

DuPage County has implemented several sustainability initiatives
that have reduced emissions, saved energy, increased air quality,
conserved resources and diverted waste, lessening its impact
on the environment.

In an effort to maintain our environment, Gonzalez also fought
against the clear-cutting of trees by ComEd on the Illinois Prairie
Path and Great Western Trails. She worked diligently with the

Governor’     s Office and filed a complaint with the Illinois
Commerce Commission to stop the damage, adhere to healthy
tree trimming regulations and replace a majority of the damaged
trees. 

As an environmentalist, Gonzalez was the last standing vote on
the County Board against the Navistar proposal that originally
called for an engine testing facility onsite at the new worldwide
headquarters in Lisle. Navistar negotiated with Governor Pat
Quinn and Attorney General Lisa Madigan and eventually scaled
back the project which included a relocation of the testing facility.

“I fully supported Navistar’s relocation of its worldwide
headquarters and the new jobs that it would create, however, I
opposed the harmful on-sight testing that would endanger the
environment, families in the neighborhoods and students of the
neighboring Giant Steps school,” she said. 

Through the Environmental Committee, Gonzalez along with
Puchalski worked diligently to ensure the County continued to
fund the SCARCE (School & Community Assistance for
Recycling and Composting Education) organization to educate
students, teachers, businesses and the public about conserving
natural resources and reducing waste. 

DuPage Honors Addison Firefighter

Addison Firefighter and Paramedic Joel Arnier was recently commended
by the DuPage County Board for his heroic actions during a fishing trip
on the Fox River where he administered infant CPR to a baby girl who
had stopped breathing on May 10, 2011. Arnier was one of three
DuPage residents to receive the Sperling Award for their selfless acts.
The other two recipients were Jake Howard and Ruth Carlson. The
award is named after Bruce Sperling of Lombard who passed away
while attempting to save a fellow kayaker who was caught in turbulent
water in the Fox River in Yorkville in May of 2006.

DuPage County honored Addison Firefighter and Paramedic Joel
Arnier with the Sperling Award for saving the life of a baby girl on
the Fox River. Pictured from left to right are, Addison Fire Chief Don
Markowski, Joel Arnier and Deputy Fire Chief Joseph Leonne.

Gonzalez Attends
White House Summit
DuPage County Board member   Rita
Gonzalez was one of 140 leaders
throughout the nation recently invited to
attend the Building One America Summit,
“First Suburbs, Sustainability, Inclusion and
Economic Growth,” in Washington DC.

“I was honored to attend the historic
summit and encouraged by the ideas of
how to tackle these economic challenges
generated from people from all over the
country who are facing similar situations,”
said Gonzalez.

Gonzalez was selected based on her
history as a community organizer to attend
the summit in an effort to learn more about
how DuPage County can combat poverty,
revitalize suburbs and invest in jobs.

DuPage County Receives Moody’s AAA Rating
Moody’s Investors Service gave DuPage County a rating of Aaa on the recent
refinancing of $5.4 million in drainage bonds in addition to all of the county’s bonds. 

Finance Committee Chairman Paul Fichtner said the Aaa bond rating is the best
possible rating that the county could achieve and will result in substantial savings for
taxpayers. 

“DuPage County is in solid financial health. The triple-A bond rating is a testament to
our responsible approach to draft a budget year after year that funds important
programs and services without increasing property taxes. We have continued to do
more with less and this rating proves our policies are correct during these uncertain
economic times,” said Fichtner. 

The report cites the county’s effective financial management through a sizeable and
diverse tax base, adequate reserves and low debt burden as factors in the Aaa rating. 

According to the report, “the county’s continued focus on cost control measures along
with revenue enhancements will likely insulate its finances from prolonged state aid
delays and bodes well for it maintaining a balance sheet consistent with the Aaa
rating.”

Only 2 percent or 67 out of 3,068 counties in the nation have received the Aaa rating.

Transportation Committee Chairman Donald Puchalski announces District 1 
road projects that are scheduled for the upcoming construction season:

Roselle Road Lake Street to Devon Avenue Patching, resurfacing
Medinah Road Elgin O’Hare to US 20 Re-striping
Swift Road Collins Avenue to St. Charles Road Re-striping
Grand Avenue US 20 to East County Line Road Re-striping
Roselle Road at Walnut Street Intersection Improvement

2012 Highway Improvement Program

Your District 1 County Board Members:  Paul Fichtner, Rita Gonzalez and Donald Puchalski

Puchalski Welcomes New Business, Jobs to DuPage County

Weatherization Program Offers Free Assistance to DuPage Residents
The Home Weatherization Assistance Program offers eligible DuPage County homeowners, landlords
and renters free home improvements that will reduce their energy costs.

Services include: 
•Sealing cracks with weather-strip and caulk; 
•Insulating walls and attics; 
•Repairing or replacing windows and doors; and 
•Furnace cleaning, safety checking, repair, or replacement.

In addition to providing long-term cost savings, weatherization can also create healthier home
environments. Low-income residents with high energy bills are strongly encouraged to seek information
on the program. 

For complete eligibility requirements or to apply please call (630) 407-6500 or visit dupageco.org. 

Donald Puchalski announced Edward Don and Company has started
construction of its new corporate headquarters and logistics center in
Woodridge which will bring 400 jobs to the county in addition to
$300,000 in annual sales tax revenue.

“It’s no secret that businesses are considering relocating out of state
and are offered desirable incentive packages. However, after looking at
neighboring states such as Wisconsin, the owners of Edward Don
realized that DuPage County offers an opportunity that they couldn’t
find elsewhere,” he said. 

As Transportation Committee Chairman, Puchalski said DuPage County
offers a lot of advantages to businesses through its proximity to major
airports, interstates and access to an extensive rail freight system which
allows them to compete regionally, nationally and globally.

The family-owned business of Edward Don and Company is a national
distributor of foodservice equipment and supplies. Construction of the
corporate headquarters and logistics center is currently taking place
on a 20-acre parcel at the Union Pointe Business Park in Woodridge.
The company expects to move into the new location, at the
intersection of I-355 and I-55, during the fall of 2012. 

DuPage County board members announced Edward Don and Company will bring
400 jobs and $300,000 in tax revenue annually to DuPage County with the
construction of its new corporate headquarters in Woodridge. Pictured are Choose
DuPage President and CEO Greg Bedalov, County Board member Donald
Puchalski, DuPage County Department of Transportation Director John Kos,
County Engineer Chuck Tokarski, Edward Don and Company President and CEO
Steve Don, DuPage County Board Chairman Dan Cronin, County Board member
John Curran, Edward Don and Company Vice President of Operation Mark
Zabloudil and Craig Funkhouser, Private Sector Co-Chair of Choose DuPage.


